A CONVERSATION

(A Christian’s response to an infidel.)

Donald R. Fox

I can remember only two individuals whom I spoke to who were true die-hard infidels.  Because I cannot remember the exact exchanges with these two men, I will paraphrase and correlate into one example of our conversations. One such exchange that I remember the most was in a friendly, yet pointed conversation that lasted off and on over a period of some six weeks or so.  At that time, I was a counselor working for a State of Mississippi Alcohol and Drug Program.  One of my clients was a well-educated individual who came on as a “know it all”.  You know the type, I am sure.  He was positively sure there was no God, especially the God of the Bible.  He rejected all evidence of Christianity. His theory was that the church of Christ and Christendom in general was a great propaganda conspiracy produced over the years by the Christian movement.  He smirked at the thought of creation.  He advocated that evolution was a proven scientific fact. His mindset was if you rejected this so called fact, you were stupid and uneducated. 

I was getting nowhere with him.  I asked him if he would read a debate book that contained the propositions we were discussing.  With his smirk he responded, “OK”.  The next day I loaned my only copy of “A Debate Between W. L. OLIPHANT, Minister, Oak Cliff Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas and CHARLES SMITH, President, American Association for the Advancement of Atheism, New York City. Held in the Church of Christ, Shawnee, Oklahoma. August 15 and 16, 1929.”  There were three propositions to be debated:  (1) “There is a Supreme being (God, Creator).” Mr. Oliphant affirmed this proposition.  (2)  “Atheism is Beneficial to the Race, and is most conductive to Morality of any Theory Known to Man”.  Mr. Smith affirmed this proposition.  (3)   “All Things Exist as the Result of Evolution, Directed by no Intelligence.”  Mr. Smith affirmed this proposition.

My critical unbeliever after a few days returned the book.  Standing in my office doorway he smugly stated, “They gave Oliphant more time to speak.”  “Why do you say that?” I responded.  “Smith had fewer pages in the book”, he stated.  “Some speakers speak faster than others.  This debate was steno graphically reported, no cheating here, my friend”, I replied.  With that, he turned and left.  From that point on, he did not desire to discuss Christianity nor the evidence of the Christian faith. Anyone that is familiar with the “Oliphant-Smith Debate” understands how dreadfully the infidel Charles Smith was defeated. It is sad that many have chosen infidelity.

“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” (Psalms 14:1) 

 “and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32)

“The Bible is a failure; for there are only a few that will be saved.”  Answer—Infidelity is a much greater failure; for by it nobody at all will be saved.

“According to the Bible account of things, the devil is more powerful than God.”  Ans.--Better wait till the fight is over, before you decide who whips.

“If the Bible is true, it would be better not to have been created.”  Ans.—But you have been created; so you had better make the best of it.

“None but the friends of Jesus testified to his resurrection.”  Ans.--Of course not; for honest men could not testify to his resurrection till they knew it to be a fact, and that knowledge made them by friends.

“The witnesses of the resurrection were all interested witnesses.”  Ans.--Yes; they were interested to the extent of receiving imprisonment, scourging and death for testifying.”

(Reference: Page 125-126, “A Conversation” written July 19, 1896, extracted in its entirety. Short Essays in Biblical Criticism, by John William McGarvey)

SIDE NOTE:  I have used “Oliphant-Smith” debate in a few of my essays.  I found this discussion very interesting.
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