ABOUT DON FOX

(In An Informal manner)

I am Donald R. Fox, also known as Don Fox. I was born at Camp City, Brooklyn, NY on 12 November 1932. Side note:  You will not find Camp City on any current maps.  It was a small community that grew out of Ulmer Park. This family resort, etc. closed and went “out of business” near the close of the 1800s. Camp City was destroyed in 1938 to make way for a new highway called the “Belt Parkway." 

I am married to Shirley (Terry).  We have two daughters, two Grandchildren and one Great Grandchild. We were married in Tokyo, Japan, 15-16 April 1953.  I listed two marriage dates because we were married three times. First time, The American Embassy in Tokyo. Second time, with the Japanese Government. The third time on 16 April, a Roman Catholic priest married us.  So we have been married three times, yet to each other.  Shirley was in the Women's Army Corp (WAC), and I was in the Regular Army.  Shirley spent three years in the Women Army Corps.  In her early 40’s she joined the Mississippi Army National Guard.  She was an Army Medic and later a flight operation's specialist.  She retired at the age of 60 with twenty-years total service. 
 

I spent twelve years on active duty, Regular Army, 1951-1963.  Enlisted in the Mississippi Army National Guard with service, 1963-1987. I spent five ½ years overseas in Japan, Korea and Germany. I was employed as a full-time National Guardsman in May 1964. I am now a retired Command Sergeant Major (E-9), Brigade level. After I retired from the military, I was employed by the State of Mississippi as an Alcohol/Drug counselor, Region Three, Tupelo for five years. I am not a recovering person. I had counseling experience in the military.
 

Both of us were Roman Catholics.  We started to study the Bible for the first time in 1964.  With the wonderful help of several Christians, we obeyed the Gospel of our Lord, 31 August 1965 per Acts 2:38-47 and added to the church.
I am mostly "self-educated" in the Word of God, Restoration movement, and, etc. I started to teach and preach as soon as I could. I preached my first sermon on 5 March 1967 at the Verona church of Christ, Verona, Mississippi.  I was the first full-time gospel preacher at Sherman church of Christ, several miles North of Tupelo, MS. I preached there several years. After that I preached full-time at the Eggville church (a small community near Tupelo, MS).  Over the years, I filled in at different churches.   I maintained a secular job with the National Guard and also preached full-time.  These years were a happy and productive period in my life.

For the last 30 years or so we worship at the Mayfield congregation, Saltillo, Mississippi. At Mayfield church, I have been a deacon, an elder and back to deacon and Bible Class teacher.  Presently, I am “just a faithful member." My wife, Shirley and I spent much time at Maywood Christian Camp.  From 1966 and on, Shirley was a full-time cook for eight years (Summer's months, all summer).  I had a few tours at Maywood Christian Camp as a counselor and Bible teacher.
 

I made five trips to Russia (1995-1998).  I taught the Word of God in a Christian Bible School, for three-week tours.  I enjoyed this fellowship with Russian brethren and met many wonderful Russian people.  My last trip to Russia I had as my “travel partner and roommate” a fine young man, Roger Howell.  Roger introduced me to “computers” at that time.  I bought my first computer as a XMAS gift 1998.  I built a pretty good “address book," and I started to mail our essays.  Several years ago Roger designed a simple web site, “Essays by Fox” to publish my essays.  I am grateful for my web master, Roger Howell.  Thank you, Roger. 

It is my humble desire to remain sound and faithful. 

www.essaysbyfox.org  

PREACHING/TEACHING RECORD

Don Fox

I obeyed the Gospel 31 Aug 1965, Gloster Street church.  I started to teach young married folks in 1966.  Gloster Street church sent me to Abilene, Texas for “Herald of Truth Workshop."  I visited many churches in N E Mississippi giving a little talk about evangelism and showing a Batsell Barrett Baxter 16mm movie 30 min. for TV (Herald of Truth), I visited the Mayfield church during this time period and presented the TV Herald of Truth movie, etc.

5Mar67 (First Sermon, Verona church)

2Apr67- Apr 68 (Fill-In Sherman church, Ozark, Eggville, Amory, Gloster Street, Okolona, Lawson Chapel, Plainville, Verona, Fulton)

5 May 68 To 14 Nov 1971 (Full-time at Sherman, their first full-time preacher) Preached at two Black congregations during this time, one time each.  Conducted a Tent Meeting with Burt Watkins in De Kalb, MS.

August and the first week in Sep 1971: Evangelistic work and Tent Meeting with Bert Watkins in DeKalb, Mississippi

12 Dec 71 - Jan 72 (Fill-In Preaching…E. Main, Eggville)

6 Feb 72 – 28 Apr 74 (Full-time preacher at Eggville)

12 May 74 – 6 Aug 78  (Fill-in: E Main, Verona, West Main, Fulton, Gum) PEACHING NOTE: Filled-in many times for Bill Jackson at Fulton during this period.  Preached on Radio One (1) time for Bill Jackson.  NOTE:  Stopped posting preaching/teaching record.

Moved to Saltillo, MS. in 1982.  (Fill-in at Mayfield and a few other congregations and regular Bible Teacher at Mayfield until around 2007 or 2008)  NOTE: Filled in several times at Skyline church.

1995-1998 (Made five trips to Russia. Teacher and preaching.  Tour three weeks per visit to Russia.)

Concerning Debate Preservation Program:  My first mentor was John Wheeler (E.Main church preacher).  He gave me my first oral debate on tape, “The Wheeler-Stultz Debate” on Instrumental Music.  The year was approx. 1967.  From that time, with the help of W. N. Bill Jackson we collected over 110 oral debates on tape.  Around the year 2000, I started to transfer tapes unto CD (MP3 format).  About the year 2009 Tom Childers (Henderson, TN) transferred my complete collection on hard drive and started to make my collection along with others available to the public at a very reasonable price.  I never have and will not take any money for my collection, etc.  See:  http://www.freed-hardeman.com/blog/Rapidcart/Debatesmp3.html  

Dekalb, MS & Don Fox

Almost Forgotten Memories

Hello brother Franks:

In the Oct-Dec 2011 edition of

the Magnolia Messenger, page

four, I read about the DeKalb

church and its growth. This article

brought back almost forgotten

memories. I remembered back in

August/September, 1971, Bert T.

Watkins, then the preacher of the

Verona congregation, and I had a

tent meeting at DeKalb.

I was the preacher for the

Sherman church at that time. Bert

and I had become very close

brothers in Christ and started to

look at the DeKalb area to do some

evangelistic work.

After making a few trips to

DeKalb to canvass the area, talk to

local folks and check out a possible

area to place a tent, we decided to

hold a tent meeting there. The

Verona church took on the project

and Dorn Patton, now worshiping

at the Skyline church was

responsible for getting a tent and

arranging the putting up of it.

Brother Patton continues to be very

active in the work of the church. We

are thankful for such men.

After a few more visits to

DeKalb to pass out flyers for the

meeting and, according to

business minutes of the Verona

church that brother Dorn had kept

along with my fainting memory, we

held the tent meeting the first week

in September, 1971. Bert preached

one night, and I would preach the

next and so on. The attendance was

very good, and the local citizens

seem to enjoy us folks from NE

Mississippi to hold such a meeting.

Bert and I remember the late

brother George E. Darling, who I

believe preached for the Meridian,

Mississippi church at that time,

encouraged us with a visit to

DeKalb.

We would like to believe that

some folks in DeKalb remember

this long-ago effort, and it had some

influence with the great work of

East Main congregation. Our

brother, the late S. C. Kinningham

and his leadership will always be

appreciated. We thank God for all

that work toward the end that souls

will be added to the church.

Your brother and servant,

Donald R. Fox

PS:

I had lost contact with Bert some

years back. Dorn Patton furnished

me with his address/telephone

number. I called him and had a

good conversation with his wife, Dot

and Bert on 14 December. Bert

does not receive the Magnolia

Messenger. Could you please add

him to your mailing list? Thank you!

Bert is now 80, and I am 79 and

Dorn is a young 76. It has been

forty years since our little tent

meeting at DeKalb, time has

passed very swiftly.
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