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Constantin Francois de Volney (1757-1820) was a French scholar.  Volney was also a professed infidel.  He traveled extensively to Egypt, Syria, in the 1780’s.  Conrad Malte-Brun (1775-1826), a Danish geographer gave his approval concerning Volney’s writing, “The Ruins of Empires” and “to the world a complete description of Syria." Upon the publication of “Ruins," it helped popularized religious skepticism. As Volney described the Middle East, it is noteworthy to point out that he unknowingly gave a vindication of Biblical Prophecy.  Further, as we look at some of Volney’s observations from the 1780’s we will see that the Middle East with orthodox Islamic terrorist has the exact same problems today. The Word of God, prophecies’ concerning the Middle East stands true.  Note a few extractions from a tract written by Thomas Holman entitled “Prophecy Vindicated by Volney”:

	"There is no establishment either of post or of public conveyance. No one dares travel alone, by reason of continual danger. It is necessary for travelers to wait till several are going to the same place; or to take the opportunity of joining the suite of some great man, who may act as protector, or, as is more frequently the case, oppressor, to the whole caravan."—“Ruins”.
	      "The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth." (Isaiah 33:8) 

	      "These precautions are particularly necessary in those parts of the country which lie open to the Arabs, such as Palestine, and the whole frontier of the desert "—“Ruins”
	      "The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wildernesses." (Jer. 12:12) 

	      "The merchants live in a state of continual alarm, etc. The same dread prevails in the villages, every peasant fearing equally to excite the envy of his fellows, or the avarice of the Aga and his soldiery."—“Ruins” (Aga-military leader)
      "The condition of the peasantry is wretched. Their sole subsistence is a little coarse barley bread, with onions or lentils; and water their only beverage. Agriculture is in the most deplorable state, no more grain being sown than is absolutely necessary for bare subsistence."—“Ruins” c. xxxvii and xxxviii.
	      "Thus saith the Lord God of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel: They shall eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence of all them that dwell therein." (Ezek. 12:19) 

	      "Corruption is habitual and universal."—“Ruins”. c. xxxiv.
	      "The earth is defiled under the inhabitants thereof.” (Isaiah 24:5) 


NOTE: For the viewing of “The Ruins” online see: http://emotional-literacy-education.com/classic-books-online-a/ruins10.htm  

NOTE: For additional information on orthodox Islam see essays under ‘ISLAM/ISLAMIC”.
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