APOCRYPHA LITERATURE
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People in general love the mysterious.  Back in 2006 the news media and magazines revived an apocrypha gospel, under the title of the Judas Gospel.  We wonder how many folks believed this bogus, spurious material and thus had their individual faith in the Word of God shaken?  Apocrypha is a word used in theologies, which signify some gospels; writings claimed to be sacred.  Apocrypha literally means hidden, mysterious.  Some claim that these books, gospels are Lost Books of the Bible.  Sadly, many uninformed folks pay attention to these magazine articles and et cetera concerning apocryphal writings as true and indeed missing parts of the Bible that were lost and now found.  Joined with apocrypha works, there have been recent fictional books such as the novel, The Da Vinci Code written by Dan Brown in 2003.  This fictional book was made into a poplar movie in 2006. With these recent works, the faith of some has been weakened. This is very sad!

The number of these hidden or mysterious gospels and literature, to say the least, is huge.  Apocrypha literatures have been produced for both the Old and New Testaments.  Lists of lost and preserved apocrypha works may be viewed on pages 294-295, Volume I, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature by John McClintock and James Strong.

APOCRYPHA LITERATURE EXPLANATION, EXTRACTED IN A BRIEF FORMAT AS FOLLOWS:  “The general character of the writings here grouped as “Apocrypha of the New Testament” will appear from even a cursory perusal of them. It did not require any great discernment to distinguish between these and the canonical books of the New Testament…. But attention may well be called to certain historical facts in regard to these apocryphal writings: -- 1.  No one of them ever obtained any general recognition among Christians; still less, a place in the Canon of the New Testament. A few so-called Gospels are referred to by early writers; some obtained local recognition; others, written for a purpose, were pressed into notice by the advocates of the tendency they were written to support: but, as a rule, the books were soon rejected, and never obtained extensive circulation. 2. Thought a few of the Apocryphal Gospels are of comparatively early origin, there is no evidence that any Gospels purported to be what our four Gospels are, existed in the first century, or that any other than fragmentary literature of this character existed even in the second century.  3. “The work done, (the apocrypha gospel and its author. DRF) he took care to conceal his own name, and inscribed his book with the name of some apostle or disciple, in order to give it authority.” (Quoted from R. Hofmann, DRF)  “As a rule, therefore, the Apocryphal Gospels give details regarding those periods of our Lord’s life about which the New Testament is wisely silent. The genesis of much of the literature resembles that of modern “Lives of Christ” written to present a view of the Person of our Lord which is not in accordance with the obvious sense of the New Testament. Probable some of the Apocrypha Gospels and Acts were not intended to be forgeries, but only novels with a purpose.”  (Pages 349-350, Volume 8, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Introductory Notice to Apocrypha of the New Testament, by Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D.)  

CONCLUSION:  It is interesting to note that no Apocrypha literature was quoted in the New Testament as scripture.  However, we remember that pagan poets were used in the New Testament to emphasize truths per Acts 17:28.  We wonder if, in the future, one of these lost apocrypha writings are found in an ole library or archaeology uncovers such, what will happen?  I know the answer; the find will be exploited by those that seek to shake the faith of those that believe in the God of the Bible and His plan for mankind.  Mark it down!

“God, who at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;” (Hebrews 1:1-2)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

NOTE:  See Essay entitled “Judas Gospel Heresy” for further information.
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