ARMY MEDIC

(Dewey “Pool Perch” Thomas, deceased)

Donald R. Fox

I am proud to have known Dewey Thomas. His nickname was Pool Perch. Don’t ask me how he got his nickname!  Dewey was a Mississippi Army National Guardsmen.  Over twenty years ago both, he and his wife were killed in a terrible car crash on the Natchez Trace Parkway between Jackson and Tupelo, Mississippi.  He was returning from Camp Shelby, Mississippi where he was serving a six month active duty tour supporting M-60 Tank training.  Dewey was a Combat Medic during the Korean War.  He was a highly skilled and a school trained Army Medic.

On one occasion during training at Camp Shelby on a very hot day, an officer fell to the ground.  He was having a heart attack and was unconscious. A fellow officer hovered over his fallen friend and did not know what to do except to take up space.  Enter Medic Pool Perch!  Dewey pushed the officer off and away from the heart attack victim.  The pushed off officer got mad and said to ole Pool Perch, “You will be brought up on charges for this.”  Dewey quickly responded, “Shut up and let me do my job.”  The heart attack patient was transported to the hospital.  Dewey was immediately brought up on charges of insubordination. When the officer became conscious and found out what had transpired, he quickly made sure that all charges were dropped. He was thankful for a gritty medic like Dewey Thomas.  Don’t we need more men like Dewey “Pool Perch” Thomas? Dewey recognized his duty!  May all of us be able to say, “…we have done that which was our duty to do.” (Luke 17:10)
Many of us attended their funeral service in Tupelo, Mississippi.  I sat near the front of the chapel.  Major General Nat Trout, a very decent man, now deceased and former Adjutant General, Mississippi National Guard sat next to me.  As our Brigade Chaplain conducted the funeral service, his message was very general and without any reference to Dewey’s noteworthy military service.  General Trout leaned over and whispered, “He sounds like he did not know anything about the man.”  Another lesson here: our Chaplain did not perform his duty in my judgment in an adequate way.  Without very much effort he could have researched Dewey’s outstanding Military Record and thus performed his duties to a better degree.   Hebrews 10:24 “and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works...”  In defining the word consider according to Strong’s Greek Dictionary of the New Testament it means, “to observe fully; behold, discover, perceive”.  I am afraid our Chaplain displayed a lax attitude toward his duties, thus he did not consider and discover this unique man and his wife.

I miss Dewey Thomas.  Since we were about the same age, I lament that we can’t hang out together in our retirement. I also grieve that Mrs. Dewey Thomas did not live to see her family grow to an older age.   Such people like Dewey “Pool Perch” Thomas are rare and in my book are true heroes. 

Remembrance of friends is good.  We recall the Apostle Paul writing to his beloved Timothy.  “To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with a pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day…” (2 Timothy 1:2-3)
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