ARMY OF OCCUPATION

Donald R. Fox

I just turned 19 years old, a soldier; my rank was PFC (Private First Class) when I shipped out to the Far East. With a full shipload of soldiers, we sailed across the Pacific Ocean, on the U.S.N.S. General W. H. Gordon, a Military Troop Ship.  We arrived in Japan on 24 December 1951. We spent “Christmas Day” on board ship, receiving a nice holiday meal and some “XMAS” gifts. I believe from the American Red Cross. 

The Army assigned me to GHQ (General Headquarters), Tokyo, Japan.  It was about that time I met my future wife, Shirley. The year was 1952.  She was in the WAC’s (Women’s Army Corps); I was in the Regular Army.  During this time Japan was under US Military Control, World War II Army of Occupation.  

Some of us soldiers were billeted throughout Tokyo in hotels.  The occupants of these hotels were mostly American Civilian Government workers and transient Military Personal.  A violent time of the year was the “May Day Riots”; unruly mobs of the Communists Party took to the streets. Violence was common during these “May Day” events.  We who were billeted at hotels were armed with a loaded M-1 Rifle, our orders were simple, “Don’t allow the rioters to break in.”  You can figure out the rest! The rioters mostly stayed in the streets.  I point out the “May Day Riots” only to illustrate that even when nations are trying to rebuild, heal past wounds and establish peace; there are those that seek anarchy, havoc and disruption normal peaceful endeavors.    

Our two former enemies of World War II, Germany and Japan were both occupied, reorganized and literally rebuild during its period of occupation and beyond.  Do not tell me that the USA is not a benevolent nation!  Could we have not taken much land in both Europe and the Far East after the war?  We did not!  We currently are at war against terrorism.  We have troops in the Middle East.  They will come home when the mission is completed; we do not desire their land, just peace.

"While the American people understandably want to know when our forces can leave Iraq, I believe they do not want them to leave until our mission is accomplished and the Iraqis are able to sustain their fledgling democracy. As the president has said, one cannot set arbitrary deadlines. Timing of the handover of responsibility to Iraqis depends on conditions on the ground. And already some responsibilities are being assumed by the Iraqi security forces. We must be careful not to give terrorists the false hope that if they can simply hold on long enough, that they can outlast us." — (Defense Secretary Rumsfeld)

“Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repaid.” (Proverbs 13:21) “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people" (Proverbs 14:34).  As a Nation may we always seek to do that which is righteous good.   Amen!

NOTE: December 1951 was the first of many trans-Pacific voyages in support of the Korean War for this “troop ship."  If you desire to know more about the U.S.N.S. General W. H. Gordon see: http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-g/ap117.htm  
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