ARROGANCE

Donald R. Fox

On a recent trip overseas, President Obama apologized to the world community in general for our, USA, arrogance.  “President Barack Obama has offered an apology for the Bush era, declaring that America had “shown arrogance and been dismissive, even derisive” toward its allies.” (Reference: Telegraph.co.uk by Toby Harnden in Strasbourg Last Updated: 8:36PM BST 03 Apr 2009).  

I don’t know anyone that likes arrogant people, do you?  There is something about arrogance that turns us off.  Let’s see what our English dictionary, in part, says about arrogance and let’s not forget dismissive and derisive.   (Reference: The Free Dictionary by Farlex)

ARROGANCE:  Overbearing-pride evidenced by a superior manner toward inferiors, haughtiness, hauteur, high-handedness, lordliness, superbia, pride – unreasonable and inordinate self-esteem (personified as one of the deadly sins).

DISMISSIVE:  Showing indifference or disrespect; “a dismissive shrug”, uninterested – not having or showing interest; “an uninterested spectator”.

DERISIVE:  Abusing vocally; expressing contempt or ridicule; “derisive laughter”, a jeering crowd”, gibe like, jeering, mocking, taunting, disrespectful – exhibiting a lack of respect, rude and discourteous; “remarks disrespectful for the law”.

Well now, Mr. President, words mean something, do they not?  Did you really mean to use such language?  Mr. President, was it necessary to grovel, pulling American down so?  I do not remember a President of the United States of America that choose to pull down our nation in such a way.  

BIBLICAL APPLICATIONS

(The word arrogance is used four times in the Bible, all in the Old Testament.)

“Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and be him actions are weighed.” (1 Samuel 2:3)

“The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the forward mouth, do I hate.” (Proverbs 8:13)

“And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.” (Isaiah 13:11)

“We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is exceeding proud,) his loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtiness of his heart.” (Jeremiah 48:29)

From Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary the definition of arrogancy carries the idea in part of one that is filled with pride with a proud and swelling disposition.  Our English Dictionary bears out the same thought. 

I am compelled to dwell further on this subject as to the disposition of our allies, but I will not.  Maybe one last comment:  One may want to think about the blood of Americans shed in Europe in the past century, if one desires!

NOTE:  For further study with a different slant on this subject see essay entitled “EUROPE LIKES US NOW”.
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