ASSOCIATING

Donald R. Fox

I have run into some rude and crude people in my lifetime.  I would venture to say all of us have.  Not long ago, I went to a store/business that sold plants, trees, vegetables, etc.  The owner was engaging some fellow in a conversation.  The owner was loud and uncouth in his speech.  He didn’t seem to care who heard him.  I left the place and vowed never to give that fellow any of my business.  Furthermore, so it is with interrelations, our associating with people of all sorts.  It is a fact of life. We all rub elbows with the good and dreadful people and everything in between.  

The key to our daily and close associations with people is to reject bad mannered and evil workers.  We all remember the old saying, “Birds of a feather flock together.”  The meaning of this idiom or figure of speech is that “similar people tend to be associate with each other.” An example, “George: Why do you think William is dishonest? John: All his friends are dishonest. Birds of a feather flock together.” (Reference: Wikipedia, the free Encyclopedia)

DANGER THAT CHILDREN/TEENAGERS CAN BE ATTRACTED TO RUDE AND BRASH PEOPLE

It has been my observation over many years, that crude folks can also be very entertaining.  Therein is a great danger for all of us.  Younger folks, especially children/teenagers, can be attracted to this type of noisy self-assertiveness.  They are loud, brash talking and seem not to have a care in the world.  They have all the answers. Right/wrong does not matter to such people. We know them as “smart-alecks” and the like.  School teachers “can pull their hair out” with such impetuous, foolhardy and bad-mannered youngsters in the classroom.

“Good manners are just a way of showing other people that we have respect for them.” (Bill Kelly, Blast from the Past, 1999)

OUR STRENGTH AND GUIDANCE IS TO ADHERE THE WORD OF GOD

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate day and night. (Psalm 1:1-2 ASV)

 “Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be wise; But the companion of fools shall smart for it. Evil pursueth sinners; But the righteous shall be recompensed with good.” (Proverbs 13:20-21 ASV)

“For the mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace:” (Romans 8:6 ASV)

“Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.” (1 Corinthians 15:33 ASV) 
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