ATHEISM AND MORALITY

DONALD R. FOX
On August 15 and 16, 1929 in Shawnee, Oklahoma a debate was held between an Atheist and a Christian. The Christian debater was W. L. Oliphant.  The Atheist debater was Charles Smith.  Mr. Smith was the President of the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism, New York City.  Propositions discussed were the normal conflicting issues between Christians and Atheists, Does God Exist and Evolution.  One area debated however was very unusual.  The following is the exact wording of the proposition:  “Atheism is Beneficial to the Race, and is most conductive to Morality of any Theory Known to Man.”

Of course Mr. Smith had a very difficult time affirming this proposition since Atheists do not believe in any fixed standard of right or wrong.  Mr. Smith just floundered in unconnected atheistic verbiage.  Mr. Oliphant challenged Mr. Smith to find a better system of righteousness and goodness than true unpolluted New Testament Christianity.  “Consider the Golden Rule” Mr. Oliphant said, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law and the prophets.”  (Mt.7:12)

In summarizing “The Golden Rule” Mr. Oliphant challenged Mr. Smith as follows: “This expresses the world’s only perfect standard of conduct.  I challenge any atheist to find a single fault in it.”  Mr. Oliphant continued, “I am willing to risk the whole proposition on this challenge: I challenge Mr. Smith to name any principle of morality that I cannot read in the Bible.  Let him mention any virtue he may think of, and I will read it in this Book----the Christian’s standard of life.”

One can only wonder how many of our present ethical/moral problems here in the USA and the entire world community stem from atheistic philosophy?  

