AUTONOMOUS

Donald R. Fox

Facts joined with verifiable history are a stubborn combination.  Who desires to argue or dispute with facts and history that can be verified using a multitude of credible sources? Christian denominations abound throughout the world.  According to the World Christian Database, Center for the Study of Global Christianity, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary… “Over 9,000 Christian denominations are represented in the World Christian Database.”  Example:  The USA has 635; Russia has 69; and Great Britain has 253 Christian denominations.  Is this not amazing since we have scriptural authority that Our Lord stated, “And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)  Yes, only one, “There is one body…” (Ephesians 4:4)  “And he is the head of the body, the church…” (Colossians 1:18)

In the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter Two, ample evidence is present that people upon being baptized were “added to the church daily such as being saved.” (Verse 47). So how many churches did our Lord establish?  As people obeyed the gospel they were “added to the church”.  Were they added to a denomination?  No they were not!  The Great Commission was carried out with vigor, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” (Matthew 28:19)  Thus, the Lord’s church was established and through preaching/evangelism the church was planted in all nations and locations in compliance with the Lord’s instructions.

“Each congregation was independent of all others in its government.  They sustained a fraternal relation to each other as parts of the body of Christ, but no one was under the ecclesiastical authority of another. There is no ecclesiastical authority recognized in the New Testament except that of a single congregation, and that only when acting strictly in obedience to the will of Christ.” (The Church, The Falling Away and the Restoration, page 44, by J.W. Shepherd)  

Mosheim says:  “All the churches, in those primitive times were independent bodies; or none of them subject to the jurisdiction of any other…it was not till the second century that the custom of holding ecclesiastical councils first began in Greece, and thence extending into other provinces.” (Ecclesiastical History, Vol. 1, page 72)  The respected church historian Mosheim states concerning the second century, “During a great part of this century, all churches continued to be as at first, independent of each other, or were connected by no consociation or confederation.” (Ibid, page 116)  (NOTE: Quotes from Johann Lorenz von Mosheim (1693-1755) extracted from the work of J. W. Shepherd, reference noted above.)

We can observe from creditable, verifiable history the development of a denominational concept that is foreign to the New Testament pattern. Why can’t we now have a self-governing, autonomous church that’s fits the New Testament pattern?   Facts, history, and Scriptures are stubborn and fixed. However, will they not also set us free, knowing the truth of the matter? (See John 8:31-32)
[image: image1.jpg]


