BACK TO HEATHENISM

Donald R. Fox 

President Ronald W. Reagan (1911-2004) passed from this life at the age of 93.  President Reagan was a man of principles.  He supported the right of life for the most innocent of humans, the infant.  In 1983, President Reagan wrote an outstanding article titled, “Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation”.  “Human Life Review” published this work.

Our conscience and civilization took a giant step backward to paganism over 30 years ago, Roe v. Wade, when some used the United States of America Supreme Court to legalize the killing of babies.  Someone might say at this time, “Don---you are going too far.”  Let’s see!

Early Christians (pre-denominational Christianity) fought the good fight against many that wanted to stop the growth of Christianity.  One of their greatest enemies was heathenism, paganism.  Christian writers in the early days of Christianity condemned ungodly practices and behavior that were common among the heathens.  These writings are preserved and can be read today.

I would like to share with you some of these writings.  I believe one of their greatest sin, evil of the heathens was infanticide and abortion.  We remember that our God condemns such inhuman and unnatural behavior (see Exodus 21: 22-23; Jeremiah 7:31; 32:35).

“You shall not kill the child by obtaining an abortion.  Nor, again, shall you destroy him after he is born.” (Barnabas, 70-130 AD, page 148, Vol. 1, Anti-Nicene Fathers)

“Think you that it can be possible for so tender, so little a body to receive those fatal wounds; for any one to shed, pour forth, and drain that new blood of a youngling and of a man scarcely come into existence?  No one can believe this, except one who can dare do it.  And I see that you at one time expose your begotten children to wild beasts and to birds; at another, that you crush them when strangled with a miserable kind of death.  There are some women who, by drinking medical preparations, extinguish the source of the future man in their bowels, and thus commit a parricide (murder) before they bring forth. And these things assuredly come down from the teaching of your gods.” (The Octavious of Minucius Felix, 210 AD, page 192, Vol. 4, Anti-Nicene Fathers)

NOTE:  The term “expose your begotten children” refers to the practice of abandonment of their children, babies along the wayside, highways, etc.  Further, these atrocities came from the heathen orientated teachings of their pagan gods.

Now my friends…what do you think?  Many are in the same mindset and low moral concepts as the pagans some 2,000 years ago.  We are seeing the same great sin in our own Nation and also throughout the world in general.  How very sad, where has God given principles and the human conscience gone?  Our National Motto engraved and printed on our currency is: “In God We Trust”, is this still so?

To sum up:  Early Christians knew in order to convert the pagan world to a new life “in Jesus Christ” morality and decent behavior toward the most innocent of human beings, babies and little children must be established.  Now we are in the 21st Century and many are acting like heathens of old.  God Help us to restore our moral conscience. 

[image: image1.jpg]


