BAPTISM A CONSUMMATION ACT

And the start of a faithful life in Christ Jesus our Lord 

Donald R. Fox

All believers of the word of God, the Bible, must consider the need to use the sum of truth on any biblical subject. “How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! How great is the sum of them! (Psalm 139:17 KJV)  With the biblical principle of using the sum of truth, let us study and consider the examples of conversion in the book of Acts.  

· Pentecost (Acts 2:14-41).  (1) There was preaching. (2) Believed, “pricked in their heart” (verse 37). (3) Repentance is mentioned (verses 37-38). (4) Confession not mentioned. (5) Baptism (verses 38-41). (6) Remission of sins (verses 38-47).

· Samaria (Acts 8:5-13) (1) Believed (verse 12-13). (2) No mention of repentance or confession. (3) Baptized (verse 12-13).

· Eunuch (Acts 8:35-39). (1) Believed (verses 36-37). (2) No mention of repentance. (3) Confessed (verse 37). (4) Baptized (verse 38). (5) Rejoiced (verse 39).

· Saul (Acts 9:17-18). (1) No mention of belief, repentance or confession. (2) Baptized (verse 18). (3) Sins washed away (Acts 22:16).

· Cornelius (Acts 10:34-46) (1) Believed (verse 43). (2) No mention of repentance or confession. (3) Baptized (verse 48). (4) Remission of sins promised (verse 43).

· The Jailer (Acts 16:31-34). (1) Believed (verse 31). (2) No mention of repentance or confession. (3) Baptized (verse 33).

· Lydia (Acts 16:13-15). (1) Belief, attended, heart opened (verse 14). (2) No mention of repentance or confession. (3) Baptized (verse 15).

· Corinthians (Acts 18:8). This verse simply states: “and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.” 

Friends, did you notice, in the above examples of conversion in the book of Acts, baptism is mentioned?  Further, did you note that when salvation/saved was mentioned, it was always after baptism?   
According to the scriptures, baptism is that action that brings our obedience to completion.  Baptism is the consummating or fulfilling act that transforms us from a lost sinner unto a saved Christian. Most believers understand that the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord, cleanses us of our alien sins.  The question is: Where and when do we contact that saving blood?  Let us allow the scriptures to answer our question. 

 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin.  Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:  Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.  For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:3-11 KJV)

“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:26-27)(KJV)

What Must I Do To Be Saved?

1. Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:3-17).  2.  Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7; Mark 16:15,16).  3.  Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).  4. Confess Faiths in Christ (Acts 8:37).  5.  Be Baptized for the Remission of Sins (Acts 2:38).  6.  Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).

“Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.” (Psalm 119:2)(KJV)

CONCLUSION:  Friends, our essay started with an appeal to consider the sum of truth as we study the Word of God.  For further study, please see an essay entitled “Factors That Save”. This brief study will have fifteen factors that enter into our salvation.  As we consider the plan of salvation and the sum of truth, no one has the right to single out any one factor and say we are saved by it alone. It was the intent of these essays on Baptism to see the sum of truth of this subject. The sum of truth on this topic will answer the question “What Must I Do To Be Saved? 

NOTE:  For additional study see essays entitled “Baptism Study” and “Baptism Sermon”.  
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