BEGUILED 

Donald R. Fox

Don’t you think that the words beguile and deception goes together?  “And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.” (Colossians 2:4)  “Let no man beguile you…” (Colossians 2:18)  “Let no man deceive you with vain words…” (Ephesians 5:6)  “Little children, let no man deceive you…” (1 John 3:7)

According to Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words the word ‘deceive’ is sometimes rendered ‘beguiled’.  The idea is that a person--because of of deception, beguilement; with the use of false, enticing words--will have fake, unsafe reasoning; thus self-deception.  The reason that some practice deception and beguilement is the desire for gain, advantage, and power.  

As an example, it has been my view for a long time that some of the major network news media have through deception, beguiled many. Their aim it seems to be to get us to think, as the media wants us to think.  This dishonesty is beguilement and deception.  Another interesting word is enticing.  Again, Vines definition used the idea of “to lure by bait” or “allured."  As a fish taking the bait, so we are lured by falsehoods.  Now, I don’t know about you, but I don’t like to be played like a dumb fish, do you?  I think not!

Another type of beguilement or deception we are familiar with is the scam.  The rip-off artist seeks to take advantage of people through dishonesty and deception. To practice such is unscrupulous, crooked beguilement.

The most cunning of such-like behaviors are those that deceive us religiously or spiritually.  The apostle Paul warns, “That we henceforth by no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.” (Ephesians 4:14-15)

“Be not deceived: Evil companionship corrupt good morals.” (1 Corinthians 15:33 ASV)

NOTE:  For additional study on this subject go to our web site, essay entitled DECEPTION.
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