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According to the “Catalogue for Philanthropy," again the poorest of our fifty States, Mississippi, on the “Generosity Index 2004” is rated number one, the most charitable state in the Union.  This is paradoxical!  How can the poorest state in the Union be the number one in generosity?

The top five States in generosity are in order: Mississippi, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Alabama.  The five lowest States in generosity, starting with the lowest are: New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey and Wisconsin.  Further, the lowest in generosity States are also considered some the riches of our States. Example New Jersey ranks second and Massachusetts ranks third as having much wealth.

Fascinating isn’t it! The poorest are the most chartable and the riches are the stingiest. By the way, what state gets “bashed with bad publicity as backward, ignorant, etc.” from the elite media?  Alas, another paradox! There must be something good about people that have a generous nature.

A biblical example of generosity, a charitable character is found in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 “Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit (make known) of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trail of affliction, the abundance of their joy, and their deep poverty, abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, (I bear record,) yea, and beyond their power, they were willing of themselves; Praying as with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did not as we hoped; but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God:” 

“Macedonia had suffered in three civil wars, and had been reduced to such poverty that Tiberius Caesar, hearkening to their petitions, had lightened their taxes.” (J.W. McGarvey, 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians, published 1916, Page 210) A Christian paradox!  Although in deep poverty, giving with joy coupled with liberality.  To be a Christian is to be charitable and compassionate to those in need. (See Acts 11:28-29 and Galatians 6:9-10)

NOTE: See the latest Catalogue for Philanthropy: http://www.catalogueforphilanthropy.org/cfp/db/generosity.php?year=2005  
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