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On the 19th of May 2005 our Grandson Zachary Gray completed his Basic and Advance Training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. He is now a trained soldier and a Military Policeman. We attended the graduation exercise.  At one point in the ceremony our National Anthem was played.  All of us in attendance stood up with our right hand over our heart or gave a hand salute if in uniform.  Two men about 60 years old, standing very close to us, did not remove their hats, nor showed any understanding of Flag Etiquette during the playing of our anthem.  Shortly after that time all the veterans attending the ceremony were asked to stand up to be recognized for their past service to our Nation.  Guess what, the two men that did not remove their hats, stood up.  Yes, they were veterans!  I was shocked!
I asked my wife, Shirley, “Have these men forgotten their training, have they forgotten the need to show respect for our Country?”  What is it?  Why can’t people show respect?  What has happened, that basic respectful practices, have become unknown by so many?  Showing honor, esteem, courtesy, good manners is an essential need of a well ordered society.
The lack of respect is seen all over our society.  Both adults and children show a lack of respect in so many ways.  Have we lost the need to be respectful? What has happened to the culture of respectfulness?  
A good starting place to learn and practice the concepts of respectfulness is to be a student of the Word of God.  In the Beatitudes, beginning at Matthew 5, we can gleam a beautiful attitude toward our fellow man, our selves, and our country and to our God.  We are admonished to be respectful toward our Creator.  “I will meditate in thy precepts and have respect unto thy ways. I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.” (Proverbs 119:15-16)  “Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto thy statutes continually.”  (Proverbs 119:117)
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