BEN BOGARD AND MARK 16:9-20

Donald R. Fox 

Ben M. Bogard (1868-1951) was a champion debater for the Missionary Baptist Church.  He participated in formal religious discussions from 1904 to 1948.  Available records indicate that Mr. Bogard had 237 debates, both oral and written over his lifetime.  Many of his debates are preserved in book form.  Because of his creed/doctrine many of his discussions revolved around “The Plan of Salvation, The Church and General Calvinistic Teachings." 

In a written debate (January 20th to May 5th, 1914) with Joe S. Warlick, a member of the church of Christ, Mr. Bogard denied that Mark 16:9-20 was a genuine part of the New Testament. (Reference page 75, Bogard-Warlick Debate, Lambert Book House, Publishes).

Mr. Bogard debated N.B. Hardeman, a member of the church of Christ in 1938.  In this oral discussion, Mr. Bogard again denied that Mark 16:9-20 was genuine. (Reference Article “The Assault upon Mark 16:16”, by Wayne Jackson, The Christian Courier, published 22 Jan 03)

However, when Mr. Ben M. Bogard had an oral discussion, debate with the founder of the Four Square Gospel Church, Aimee Semple McPherson, in the City of North Little Rock, Arkansas, on May 22, 1934, he changed his mind, maybe. You see in affirming that “Miraculous Divine Healing” “had ceased with the closing of the Apostolic Age," Mr. Bogard freely quoted and expounded on Mark 16:20 and Mark 16:17. (Reference pages 10-11, The McPherson-Bogard Debate, Photo copied, 1977)

So we have Mr. Bogard saying no to Mark 16:9-20 in 1914, yes in 1934 and back to no in 1938.  Well, it seems to me that we all should be consistently honest, don’t’ you?  There is much provable evidence that Mark 16:9-20 is genuine and should be part of the New Testament.  Could it be that Mr. Bogard was trying to stay away from “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved and he that believeth not shall be dammed.” (Mark 16:16 KJV)?

SIDE NOTE:  See essay entitled “MARK 16:9-20” for additional study.

[image: image1.jpg]


