BIBLE COMMENTARY’S AND REFERENCE BOOKS

(To Include the World Wide Web)

Donald R. Fox

Some forty-five years ago a close friend gave me “The People’s New Testament” by B. W. Johnson.  It has very simple explanatory notes and commentary on the scriptures.  Both the Kings James and the Revised Version are used in conjunction with scripture cross-references.  All of which are very easy to use and for this, I am thankful.  I am a down-to-earth man and “The People New Testament” was the very tool I needed as I started my studies of the Word of God.  Currently, the pages are loose and in bad need for rebinding.  I use it all the time and teach from it.  Sometimes I say that my complete brain is in this testament.  Almost every page is loaded with personal notes I have written over the years.

Although I really enjoy Johnson’s “People’s New Testament”, I always remember that the scriptures themselves are the final standard.  My notes and B. W. Johnson’s explanatory remarks are just that, our view and/or understanding of the scriptures.  For the greater part, B. W. Johnson’s notes and my own annotations are correct and in accordance with the scriptures. The point I am making is that the Word of God, the Bible, is the final and only true standard.  We must not go beyond that which is written.

 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (2 Timothy 3:16-17 KJV)

MISTAKES AND ERRORS ARE PART OF MEN’S ENDEAVORS
Johnson’s explanatory notes are a work of a man, and men make mistakes.  As an example, let us notice Johnson’s commentary on Acts 2:1 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.”  Johnson states, “they were all….in one place. Not only the apostles, but the hundred and twenty disciples. They probably had an intimation that the promised day had come.”  With that comment, Mr. Johnson alludes that the apostles and the hundred and twenty disciples were all baptized with the Holy Spirit. (Read Acts 2:2-4)   The Bible does not teach this.  Please note the last verse in chapter 1, “And they gave forth their lots: and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.” (Acts 1:26)  Back to Acts 2:1, who are the “they”?  Of course it was the twelve apostles and not the one hundred and twenty. 
ONLY THE APOSTLES COULD IMPART A MIRACULOUS GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Let us study an example of only the apostles having the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit. The preacher Philip conducted missionary work in Samaria.  The Bible says, “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon himself believed also, and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. Now the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John; Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,” (Acts 8:12-18 KJV) (Underlined for emphasis. DRF)

Philip confirmed his “preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,” (Acts 8:12) by performing “miracles and signs”. Why was it necessary to send for Peter and John, who were at Jerusalem?  Answer: Only the apostles were immersed, that is had the baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit.   “The preacher sent there was not an apostle. He had miraculous powers, but could not confer them. There is no record of their impartation, save in or by apostolic presence.” (Johnson’s explanatory notes in part on Acts 8:14) We note that Mr. Johnson was correct in this case. The apostle Paul states in Romans 1:11 “For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established.”

Only the apostles could impart a gift of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of their hands.  Only the apostles were promised “the Comforter” (John 16:7). This “Comforter,” the Holy Spirit, would “guide” the apostles “into all truth”. (John 16:13)  
We all use reference books to increase our understanding and to take advantage of scholar’s knowledge of the Word of God.  When a scholar/commentator makes a mistake or misunderstands the Word of God, we don’t reject the whole reference book or the commentary, now do we?  Our reference library has expanded to the “World Wide Web”.  There are “at our finger tips,” clicks away, a means to increase our understanding of all sorts of information.  I choose to use all these facets of knowledge for the good and reject sinful aspects of these tools. As the proverbial expression goes, "Don't throw the baby out with the bath water".  Let us be grateful for the abundance of research material at our disposal.  
