BIBLE STUDY WITH BETTY

Donald R. Fox

Betty is a good common everyday person.  She would never do anything to hurt anyone.  She is very likable.  She has deep religious convictions that she inherited from her kinsmen, members of the popular dominant Calvinistic church in the area where Betty was born.

Many years ago, O maybe forty years ago, she was in our home. Betty opened up a conversation about her faith in Jesus Christ as her Saviour, the Bible and religion in general.  As we talked together the plan of salvation came up with the question, “What must I do to be saved?”  With an open Bible we studied together in a very friendly manner.

I turned to Mark 16:16 and asked her to read it.  Betty read the first part of the verse this way, “He that believeth, and is not baptized, shall be saved.”  I said, “No Betty, you read that verse wrong, please read it again”.  Betty read the verse again the same way.  I then said, “No, you are misreading the verse”.  With that I slowly with her looking on I read the verse as written, “He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”  Betty disturbed stated, “I have never seen that verse in my life and further more I do not believe it”.   

We closed the Bible and ended our study together.  You see. It is impossible to study The Word of God with someone who does not believe what they read. I have sadly pondered this brief encounter, a Bible study with Betty over the years.  I have asked myself repeatedly, why the rejection of plain Bible teaching.  Could it be exactly what Jesus had said? “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me…” (Matthew 10:37)  Maybe it is the love of creed/doctrine that one is brought up to believe?  I can understand this in a way because of my own religious upbringing, rearing.  However, all of us must remember, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (Matthew 15:9)  Our loyalty must be directed to our God and not kin, friends or our religious heritage.  John 14:15 is clear and understandable, “If you love me, keep my commandments.”

“But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah saith, Lord who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh be hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:16-17)  Saving faith comes by being obedient to the Word of God. 

NOTE:  For additional study on this subject see essay entitled ‘BIBLE STUDY WITH BOB” and “CLASHING OF IDEALS”.

[image: image1.jpg]


