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In our local newspaper, North Mississippi Daily Journal, an article entitled “Hong Kongers view Buddha’s finger”, by Helen Luk, The Associated Press, dated May 28, 2004, stated in part, “Tens of thousands of people lined up Thursday to see one of Buddha’s fingers – on loan from Beijing for 10 days – and although they were herded past in a hurry, many said the relic offered Hong Kong fresh hopes for peace and calm. Margaret Luk’s eyes welled with tears after the 70-year-old retiree spent a few moments gazing at the bone fragment, encased in bulletproof glass. “I think the finger will protect me through the pains of life,” Luk said, adding that most people aren’t blessed with the chance to see such a sacred relic.”  So here we have a finger of a “flesh and blood man” who lived around 490-410 B.C., dates in question according to Buddha scholars. Buddha is the founder of one of the Worlds largest religions.

I am thankful I serve a risen Savior.  “Philosophy herself has not hesitated to proclaim, and we may repeat with her—“Yes, if the life and death of Socrates were those of a sage, the life and death of Jesus were those of a divinity.” (The Testimony of the Evangelists, by Simon Greenleaf, page 613)   Be it the physical bodies of Socrates, or pseudo sages such as Buddha, or Mohammed. We do not exalt, worship, serve, and obey, a mere mortal.   “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day;” (Luke 24:46) “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24) “…worship God.” (Rev.22:9).

“As these disciples stood gazing and wondering, while a cloud received their Lord out of their sight, two angels stood by them in white apparel, announcing unto them, that this same Jesus, who was thus taken up from them into heaven, shall again so come, in like manner as they had seen him go into heaven. With this annunciation closes the written history of our Lord’s resurrection and ascension.” (The Testimony of the Evangelists, Simon Greenleaf, page 549)

Worship a finger, a relic? Absolutely not! Margaret Luk said she was “blessed” to see the finger.  Far, far better for mankind would be to worship, obey the true and living God. “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:” (Act 17:30)
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