CALVINISM GONE TO SEED

(The Sam Morris Tract)

Donald R. Fox

Most of us have heard the phrase, “once saved always saved” or a similar expression.  However, I would speculate to say, that some have never heard or understood Calvinistic doctrine presented in its true and unembellished form. In creed-bound denominational churches, when Calvinism is preached from the pulpit, it is done in a smooth and in an assuring way.  In contrast, when Calvinism is taught in an open and clear manner, it will be, for most believers, a shocking experience. For the fair-minded hearer, it will be an offensive event. In general, Protestantism adheres to some form of Calvinism. Its beliefs are totally contradictory to what the Word of God teaches.  You think I am too judgmental?  Please study and you are the judge in this matter.   

Sam Morris authored an anti-scriptural and for many, an appalling religious tract many years ago.  Although his tract is alarming to many of us, it is a true on-track exposé and representation of the doctrines of Calvinism.  The following is the first and second paragraphs of the tract. Other than a few obvious printing errors that were corrected, the two paragraphs are as originally printed. Note: Underlining for emphasis purpose. (DRF)
DO A CHRISTIAN’S SINS DAMN HIS SOUL?

By Sam Morris, Baptist

“We take the position that a Christian’s sins do not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of its soul. That is settled. In Christ and Christ alone. “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law.” “Being justified by faith we have peace with God.” “He that believeth on the Son hath life and he that believeth not on the Son shall not see life but the wrath of God abideth in him.” “By, grace are ye saved trough faith and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God not of works lest any man should boast.” “Neither is there salvation in any other for there is none other name under heaven among men whereby we must be saved” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” “He that believeth on him is not condemned and he that believeth not is on him is not condemned and he that believeth not is condemned already.”[sic]

These and many other Scriptures teach that man’s salvation and the justification of his soul depend entirely upon his faith in Christ. The sin question is a Son question; salvation is a trust question; damnation is a disbelief question. All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong-to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger. The justification of he human soul is through the atonement of Christ and not through the efforts of man. The way a man lives has nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul. The thief on the Cross is an illustration of this truth. He taught nobody the Bible. He joined nobody’s Church. He wasn’t baptized. He did not observe the Lord’s supper. He paid no debts. He rectified no wrongs. He led nobody else to Christ. He turned over no “new leaves.” He did not “straighten up his life.” He did not “change his way of living.” He trusted Christ; he died. But Christ assured him; “This day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” [sic]

It is not our intention to go into a scriptural rebuttal of Mr. Morris’s tract.  There is and has been many rebuttals throughout the years by faithful teachers of the Word of God. Our aim was to point out the going to seed of man made creeds. “The Bible is of God: the Confession is man’s answer to God’s word…The value of creeds depends upon the measure of their agreement with the Scripture…The Bible has, therefore, a divine and absolute, the Confession only an ecclesiastical and relative authority.” (Page 7, Authority of Creeds, Volume 1, The History of Creeds, by Dr. Philip Schaff)

WHY CREEDS WHEN WE HAVE THE WORD OF GOD?

”For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12 KJV)

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”. (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”(2 Timothy 3:16-17 KJV) 

  NOTE:  For additional study, see an excellent article entitled “Sam Morris on Rum and Eternal Ruin” by Wayne Jackson, http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/435-sam-morris-on-rum-and-eternal-ruin  
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