CAMPBELL AND PURCELL DEBATE AFTERMATH

Donald R. Fox

One may wonder if they read the propositions to be discussed in the Campbell-Purcell Debate, what kind of aftermath would follow?  Would these two gentlemen have hard feelings toward each other? After all the propositions was strongly debated.  What were the after effects of this historical debate?  The thrust of a previous essay entitled “Campbell and Purcell Debate” was to point out that in past generations, Americans had a gritty and frank way of discussing differences. This present era has given away to politically correct rhetoric.   We have lost, for the most part, the strong gutsy qualities of uncompromising forthrightness to express our beliefs. 

Preserved for us is a published interview with Purcell concerning his debate with Campbell.  We have extracted a portion of a lengthy interview with Archbishop John Purcell.

“The Christian-Evangelist of September, 1898 published a remarkable interview with Archbishop Purcell, by a writer who signs himself “I.C.”…”The highly interesting conversation…took place between Gov. Ira D. Chase, of Indiana, who was also a Christian preacher, and Archbishop Purcell…”  

“Bishop, how about your debate with Campbell?” 

“Well, that only lasted a few days. Everything was conducted in decency and order, as St. Paul would say. Campbell was decidedly the fairest man in debate I ever saw, as fair as you can possibly conceive. He never fought for victory, like Dr. Johnson.  He seemed to be always fighting for the truth, or what he believed to be the truth. In this he differed from other men. He never misrepresented his case nor that of his opponent; never tried to hide a weak point; never quibbled. He would have made a very poor lawyer, in the ordinary understanding of the term lawyer. Like his great friend, Henry Clay, he excelled in the clear statement of the case at issue. No dodging with him. He came right out fairly and squarely. He was what used to be called, in good old times, ‘flat-footed.’ Rather than force a victory by underhand or ignoble means, he preferred to encounter defeat. But whenever he fell, he fell like the Cavalier Bayard, with honor and a clear conscience.

“In our debate not a particle of ill-feeling or bitterness was mixed up. After the discussions were over we would meet and be just as friendly as if we both belonged to one and the same church. Oh, how I should like to have met this dear son of God socially and in private life, after age had whitened our locks and mellowed our tempers and dispositions!” (Reference page 245 and 248, Debates That Made History, By J. J. Haley)

Campbell and Purcell debated as free men and without fear. With this discussion, we have a clear example of plucky Americanism.  This kind of honest speaking has not fully given away to wishy-washy and weak-kneed communication.  For this I am thankful.  However, it is my observation and judgment that a large part of our politicians and government leaders speak with a forked tongue.  Propaganda and the brainwashing citizens seem to be their lot. Sad indeed! 

I don't want any yes-men around me. I want everybody to tell me the truth even if it costs him or her his or her jobs.  (Samuel Goldwyn, 1882 – 1974)

All truths are easy to understand once they are discovered; the point is to discover them.  (Galileo Galilei, 1564 – 1642)

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32 KJV)

 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” (John 17:17 KJV)
NOTE: Alexander Campbell (1788-1866); John Baptist Purcell (1800-1883).  According to the Indiana Historical Bureau, Governor Chase’s name was Ira Joy Chase (1834-1895). 

NOTE: The year of the interview is not identified. However, it was published some fifteen years after Purcell ‘s death in 1883. Gov. Chase died in the year of 1895, and we will assume that the article about the interview was published by a different source at an earlier time.    

NOTE: For further information on the Campbell-Purcell Debate see: http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/565-the-campbell-purcell-debate-1837  

NOTE: For additional material on this subject see essay entitled “CAMPBELL AND PURCELL DEBATE”

NOTE: Also check out the following web site: http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/565-the-campbell-purcell-debate-1837  
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