CANDY BOMBER

Donald R. Fox

Recently, Parade Magazine, March 2, 2008, interviewed Col. Gail Halvorsen. Col. Halvorsen now 87 years old, was part of the great military effort to feed, cloth and furnish all supplies, logistics needed for the survival of the city of Berlin, some 2 million people. This humanitarian effort is known as “The Berlin Airlift”. He was called “The Candy Bomber” because of his desire to give something extra for the children of Berlin. Little as this may seem, I would venture to say that these small children, now old folks still remember this compassionate deed. Further, the overall operation to save Berlin must also be remembered, to forget would be shameful. 

Doing little things for others many times grow to great and long-lasting achievements. Our Lord Jesus Christ showing empathy fed the hungry even though there was only “…five loaves and two fishes.” (Matthew 14:17) “And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.” (Matthew 14:21)  Even “…a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.” (Luke 9:41)

“A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.” (Psalm 37:16)

Shall we not do what we can? “And let us not be weary in well doing:” (Gal. 6:9) “And behold, a women in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster-box of ointment, and stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, an anointed them with the ointment.” (Luke 7:37-38)  

I am grateful for such like people as Col. Gail Halvorsen, “The Candy Bomber”.  Small gestures of good will can be overlooked or marked as insignificant.  Col. Halvorsen did what he could.  This thoughtful and caring gesture is now recognized and remembered even in the passing of these many years.

NOTE:  “Between the years of 1948 and 1949 Berlin Airlift pilot Lt. Gail Halvorsen was so struck with the friendliness and excitement of the Berlin children that he wanted to do something special for them and to spread a little cheer to their beleaguered times in Berlin during the blockade. Lt. Halvorsen decided to start his own operation and named it "Operation Little Vittles”.eHe practically bought out all the candy available where he was based and out of strips of cloth created miniature parachutes and attached the candy to them. At the beginning, Lt. Halvorsons buddies gave up their rations of candy and gum and also their handkerchiefs to help the cause. The American Confectioners Association asked Lt. Halvorsen how much candy and gum he could use. They sent tons of candy and gum to Westover AFB for processing. 22 schools in Chicopee Massachusetts converted an old fire station into a Little Vittles headquarters. They made parachutes, tied on candy or gum and sent the finished product to Lt. Halvorsen at Rhine Main AFB. When the supplies came on line at Rhine Main all of Lt. Halverson’s squadron and others helped drop the candy and gum. They then air dropped the candy over the city of Berlin (including East Berlin until the Russians told them to stop) to the eagerly waiting children. By January of 1949 Lt. Halvorsen had air dropped more than 250,000 parachutes loaded with candy on the city of Berlin bringing a little joy to the nearly 100,000 children of Berlin during the Russian blockade.” Copied from the Berlin Airlift Veterans Association, Web Site, 

http://www.konnections.com/airlift/candy.htm  

NOTE:  For further information on the Berlin Airlift see essay entitled “SAVING BERLIN” on out web site. 

