CHEERFULNESS

Donald R. Fox

September 2004

One of the characteristics of living the Christian life is the disposition to be cheerful.  To be cheerful is a trait that we all desire.  Cheerfulness sometimes can be difficult, especially during trying times.

All generations from the fall of man (Genesis 3) have faced adverse, sad conditions.  Jesus said, “And ye shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” (Matthew 24:6) Because of sin, we reap murders, rape, plunder, terrorism, and wars.  These things “come to pass” due to the evil doings of men.

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words defines cheer, cheerful, etc. as “to put in good spirits; merry; to be of good courage, etc.”

With ungodly worldwide terrorism now confronting us, we need “good courage."  We need to cultivate the strong Christian trait of cheerfulness coupled with courage to withstand “all the fiery darts of the wicked" (Ephesians 6:16).

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”  (Ephesians 6:10)

Goodness and righteousness will always prevail over evil.  As the Apostle Paul told those who were afraid because of the seas “tempest”, “I exhort you to be of good cheer:” (Acts 27:20-22) Let us trust in God and be of good cheer.
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