CHOKED UP

Donald R. Fox

On several occasions the Speaker of the House John Boehner has choked up due to an inner emotion.  Because of this many in the media have sneered and looked down on him.  On May 14th, 2010, John Boehner was the speaker at a Catholic University, and he choked up.  

A terrible tornado hit Joplin, Missouri on May 22, 2011.  The next day, I was viewing the news concerning this latest killer tornado. A reporter from the “Weather Channel” was walking about the wreckage and reporting the awful news.  At one point, he choked up and could not continue the live broadcasting.  On the same day on the evening CBS newscast, a doctor was interviewed, who survived the storm.  Our good doctor talked about the patients in the hospital and efforts to protect them.  This fine doctor, on two occasions, choked up.  I wondered if the media hard hearts would deride these two men.  No, of course, they would not, and they should not.  However, when others such as Boehner or Bush choked up by heart felt emotions, watch out because the smirking came on full blast.  I believe most of us can see through the deriding as a way to poke fun in a demeaning way on one that is politically disliked.  

We are thankful for people who can show compassion in the time of sorrow, pain or death.  Less we forget. "Jesus wept” (John 11:35).  Beware of men who are full of gratification, smugness at the expense and detriment of others.

John 11 Verses 35, 36 
Jesus wept. The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him.
“The weeping of Jesus is another mystery. Was it merely the sympathetic reaction to the grief and sorrow of loved ones, or was there some deeper reason for it? Our Lord was about to call back to our world of temptation and sin a valiant soldier who had already won the crown of life; and, in such a thing, there was an undeniable danger to the soul of Lazarus. The prospect of Lazarus again facing life with its inevitable dangers to the soul, and particularly with the additional burden that would be imposed by his resurrection (for the Pharisees would try to kill him) - all such considerations are of such profound weight that they may be rightly viewed as plunging the Son of God into tears as he thought of them.” (Reference: Coffman Commentary on John 11:35-36)
WEEPING AND SORROW IS PART OF BEING HUMAN.

“Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; For Jehovah hath heard the voice of my weeping.” (Psalm 6:8 ASV)

 “A glad heart maketh a cheerful countenance; But by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken.” (Proverbs 15:13 ASV)

“Sorrow is better than laughter; for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made glad. The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.”(Ecclesiastes 7:3-4 ASV)
SIDE NOTE: As I was ready to publish “Choked Up” I thought of an essay I wrote sometime ago entitled “RELIGION OF POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION”.  Please check it out; I believe you will find a similar thread and some parallel thoughts to our present essay.

NOTE:  Reference article on Speaker Boehner addressing graduates: http://www.mediaite.com/tv/surprise-john-boehner-cries-during-commencement-address-at-catholic-university/
[image: image1.jpg]


