CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

Donald R. Fox

Tertullian (A.D. 145-220) was born a heathen and thought to be educated in Rome.  He obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, about the year 185.  In the early days of Christianity heathens hated disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Their hatred against Christians was unjust because it was based on ignorance. Unjust criticism has plagued Christianity throughout the ages.  

In defense of stable and true Christians, Tertullian wrote, “For what mark do we exhibit except the prime wisdom, (meaning Christianity, DRF) which teaches us not to worship the frivolous works of the human hand; the temperance, by which we abstain from other men’s goods; the chastity, which we pollute not even with a look; the compassion, which prompts us to help the needy; the truth itself, which makes us give offence; and liberty, for which we have even learned to die? Whoever wishes to understand who the Christians are, must needs employ these marks for their discovery.” (Page 112, AD NATIONES, the Writings of Tertullian, Volume III, Ante-Nicene Fathers)

It does not take too long to realize the strength and the character of true Christians.  The third chapter of the Epistle of Paul to the Colossians bursts forth with the good news that Christians enjoy a new life in Christ.  Notice below just a few verses that ring out what a Christian character means and the application thereof.

“Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Verse 2) “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, the which is idolatry; for which things’ sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience… (Verse 5-6 RV)  “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communications out of your mouth.” (Verse 8)  “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts…” (Verse 15)

Even servants, yes, slaves that were Christians were ordered to “obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers; but with singleness of heart, fearing God...” (Verse 22)

“To understand who the Christians are” look unto their character. It behooves all that desire to be followers of Jesus Christ to develop and practice such like character traits. “Reputation is what people think about you, character is what you are really are.” (Unknown Author)
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