CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN

Donald R. Fox  

Within me is a strong desire to be a Christian gentleman.  I try to be conscious of my actions.  I want to conduct myself in such a way that I will not do anything that is crude, impolite or inappropriate. Our English dictionaries are consistent as to the meaning of the word gentleman. “A man whose conduct conforms to a high standard of propriety or correct behavior" (Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary). 

I do not want to paint something with a broad brush; however, it seems to me that gentlemen are becoming a rare breed.  For the ladies who are reading this, our dictionaries state that a lady is “a well-mannered and considerate woman with high standards of proper behavior.”  The definition is exactly the same as a gentleman; the only difference is the change of gender and specifics applying to a man.

I can remember when men generally were gentlemen, and women were ladies. It does not take a genius to figure out why the large change in our society.  For example, let's look at our entertainers and those who shape our younger folks thinking and behavior.  These era movies, television shows and music are, for the most part, very vulgar to include a sadistic makeup. They present a very negative view of any “high standard of propriety or correct behavior."

I am thankful that the Word of God, the Bible, forms within true believers the desire for correctness in all paths of our being.  “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.” (Psalm 119:104-106 KJV)
Notice that it is through the precepts, teachings of God, that we “get understanding”. Therefore, we understand what is right/wrong. We know what proper conduct and correct behavior is.  The child of God hates “every false way”.  To determine falsehoods is easy when we use a true standard. The word of God will shine as “a lamp” and give guidance toward a high standard of propriety and faithfulness to our Creator. I want to be a Christian gentleman to the fullest extent.  Therefore, “I will keep” my God’s “righteous judgments”.  

None of us can claim perfection. We are but mere mortals.  When I flounder, I remain thankful that I am a Christian. “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:6-10 KJV)
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