CHRISTIANS IN THE MILITARY
DONALD R. FOX

I have never met Fred A. Amick, yet I feel I know him.  He helped me through a stressful period in my life.  Brother Amick was born August 23, 1908 in Boonsboro, Missouri.  

My wife and I obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, being baptized August 31, 1965.  Within a few years I started to preach here and there.  In the early 1970’s I preached full-time for a small rural church in Eggville, Mississippi. The first few years at the Eggville congregation were most pleasant and rewarding. 

Sadly, murmuring among a few members started to reach my ears.  The charge was, “If Don wants to preach, he needs to get out of that uniform.”  You see, I held down a secular job, employed as a full-time National Guardsman in a local unit.  Prior to my National Guard service, I was in the Regular Army for twelve years.

Some of the members at Eggville felt that a Christian could not serve in the Armed Forces.  For that matter, they believed you could not be a policeman, etc.  This shocked me because I had never thought about such things.  I always felt that it was an honorable thing for one to serve his country.  My common sense kicked in as I started to study about this charge.  Did not Romans 13:1-7 teach that government was “ordained of God.”

Along with the study of the scriptures I found the writings of Fred A. Amick.  You see for years, especially at the beginning of World War Two many Christians pondered about serving in the military.  They debated and prayed about the proposition, can a Christian serve in the military?  Could he serve in combat? 

Brethren like Foy E. Wallace, Jr., O. C. Lambert, Glenn E. Green and others studied and wrote excellent literary works concerning Christians serving in the military. Fred A. Amick wrote about this dilemma that many Christians faced. Could one serve in the Armed Forces?    In 1951 Fred Amick wrote a booklet entitled “Christians In Uniform”. This study, although brief, was very informative. With this study, along with other works, my doubts and fears were quickly extinguished.  It is my judgment that it is honorable for a Christian to serve his country in the Armed Forces or as a policeman and etc.

I am grateful that we live in a country that allows for individual’s scruples to dictate as to the serving in the Armed Forces and the like.  This conscience problem and many other similar judgments will continue to be studied and debated.  Each individual must study the Word of God, thus making application in his/her life. The question must be settled within ourselves. Is this right or wrong?  “Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.” (Hebrews 13:18)

I deemed it necessary to resign as the local preacher. Some of the men had great influence within the congregation and were fixed against one serving in the military.  Peace and unity must prevail within the Body of Christ.  To this day my love for these brethren abound. Sadly, many of the members I love, have departed from this earthly life. The Eggville church has grown over the years and has a strong, faithful Gospel preacher.  I bid them Godspeed!

Thank you, brother Fred.  Although we never met each other, you have helped me get through a very hectic period in my life.  Brother Fred A. Amick, an excellent Bible student, died at the age of 86, September 15, 1994. Brother Amick would have been 100 years old as of August 23, 2008.

NOTE:  For further study on this subject see:  “FRANKLIN CAMP ON CHRISTIANS IN THE MILITARY.”
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