CHURCH HISTORIANS

Donald R. Fox

I am a student of church history, mind you, I said a student.  We are indebted to many great and honorable historians who have studied languages and the tedious task of mastering research sources.  One Church Historian I, particularly respect is Philip Schaff (1819-1893).  His “History of the Christian Church” in Eight Volumes is considered by many as his greatest work. 

In Volume I, pages 22-27 of his “History of the Christian Church”, Mr. Schaff outlines the “Duty of the Historian”.    Notice extracted from this section his intense desire to treat church history in an upright and honest manner. “The first duty of the historian, which comprehends all others, is fidelity and justice.  He must reproduce the history itself, making it live again in his representation.  His highest and only aim should be, like a witness, to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and like a judge, to do full justice to every person and event which comes under his review… The historian, moreover, must make his work readable and interesting, without violating truth. Some parts of history are dull and wearisome; but upon the whole, the truth of history is “stranger than fiction.”  It is God’s own epos.  It needs no embellishment… The historian must first lay aside all prejudice and party zeal, and proceeds in the pure love of truth… But the historian of the church of Christ must in every thing be as true as possible to the objective fact…”

Irreproachable historians would never jeopardize, risk their scholarship on half truths and superfluities or misguiding conclusions to fit their preconceived religious beliefs and notions of historical events. 

I am personally grateful for true historians and thankful for the many aids we have in our study of the Word of God.  Shall we be able to say, with assurance:  “My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly. I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are before thee.”  (Psalms 119:167-168 KJV)

(John 8:32 KJV) ”and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
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