CIVIL ORDER

DONALD R. FOX

The sinful acts of men create havoc to civil order.  Law-abiding people are thrown into a state of confusion and despair because of inhuman behavior of Godless men.  Civilized communities are at wit's end trying to understand why some would commit crimes against society and humanity. 

Terrorism, militant Islamic demands have become part of our lives here in the USA and throughout the civilized world.  Followers of radical religions are committing heinous crimes against their fellow men.  Because false prophets are leading many, their moral compass is misguided.  The conscience and a moral conception of righteousness are disoriented thus no order is achieved. 

In the classic work of Stephen Charnock  (1628-1680) “The Existence and Attributes of God” he deals with the folly of atheism because they have no true compass to determine right/wrong. Charnock states, atheism “would root out the foundations of government.  It demolisheth all order in nations.  The being of a God is the guard of the world: the sense of a God is the foundation of civil order: without this there is no tie upon the conscience of men…” “A city of atheists would be a heap of confusion…”

Of course, we understand that many atheists hold onto moral precepts.  We are not trying to equate atheists with barbaric terrorists.  Both, however, have adopted a wrong standard!  The atheist has no fixed standards, rules, judging capacity other than what fellow humans think about ethical conduct. A state of confusion exists!  “The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good" (Psalms 14:1).  If no God as some reason, then there cannot be fixed standards of conduct. Alas, this thinking only brings “a heap of confusion”; civil order only descends into chaos. 

The corrupted terrorist has done that which is abominable in the sight of God Almighty.  Like the atheists he holds onto no true moral/ethical standard. Men of such like have “their conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:2) 

Civil order will suffer until men regain a conscience that is cleansed by “thus saith the Lord."  
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