CLASHING OF IDEALS

Donald R. Fox

A clash because of an opposition, a different point of view is common between people and nations.  We all have experienced such clashing and conflicts because of our diversity of ideals. As we use the word Ideals, these are what we consider a standard and what we deem as right.  We may say of a friend that we admire, he has high ideals of a religious person. This admiration is based on his conduct, his excellence as he practices that which he believes is right.  It is vexing when one has a clash of his/her ideals.  Sometimes a system of belief, a dogma that was never considered is propelled into one’s daily life. When that happens, that conflict intrudes and interferes with one's principles. This will cause confusion and bewilderment, thus a clashing of ideals.

I have observed many times God fearing and Bible believing folks go through such a clashing of ideals.  This happens when their learned doctrines obtained from man made creeds clashes with the Word of God, the Bible.  It is also observed that too many choose their religious church creed over what the Bible teaches.  This is very worrisome and sad! (See Matthew 7:13-14)

It has been over forty years, since I had an impromptu Bible study with Betty.  Betty is basically a good person, yet very ignorant of what the Bible teaches.  We were at the kitchen table drinking coffee and she started to ask questions concerning, “The Scheme of Redemption for mankind.”  With an open Bible we studied together.  At one point, I asked her to read Mark 16:16.  We remember that the Kings James Version of Mark 16:16 reads, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”  Betty read the verse in part as: “He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved.”  After a few more tries to get Betty to read it correctly, I read it.  I will never forget her response!  She said, “I have never seen that verse in my life and further more I do not believe it”.   With that said, we concluded the Bible study.  To disregard plain Bible teaching to comply with a church creed or the following of mere men who teach falsely, is very sad and full of folly.  

THE WORD OF GOD FORETOLD A DEPARTURE FROM THE TRUTH

Let us remember that a great departure from the truth was foretold.  Further, this apostasy of the church of Christ can be easily traced through verifiable history. The apostle Paul warned the Ephesian elders, “ Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” (Acts 20:28-30 KJV) 

THE APOSTASY AND THE BEGINNING OF CLASHING OF IDEALS

 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 KJV)

NOTE:  For additional study see essays entitled, “CHURCH HISTORIANS”,  “BIBLE STUDY WITH BETTY’ and ‘BIBLE STUDY WITH BOB”. 
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