CLAUDE GENTRY’S FROG

Donald R. Fox, (April 2005)

Mr. Claude Gentry was born July 25, 1902.  He died in December 1992.  Mr. Claude as he was affectionately known in the small town of Baldwyn, Mississippi, the place of his birth and his long life.  He was a local Civil War historian and a diligent historical preserver of the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads. He was a man of numerous talents and with many interests. Mr. Claude wrote several books, all of which can be purchased at the Brice’s Crossroads Book Store, Baldwyn, Mississippi.

Mr. Claude had an interesting log cabin museum next to his home in Baldwyn from 1961 until 1998. On one visit there, as I browsed through the displays I noticed under a glass case a petrified frog. I asked Mr. Claude about this petrified frog, how old is it? Where did he get it?  He laughed and explained the story behind the frog that turned into stone.

One day he explained, “I was polishing rocks, stones in my electric rock/stone tumbler outside in the yard.” The machine creates noise and sand type smoke. He continued, “I noticed a frog jump into the vat that collected the debris, dust from the stone/rock tossing.”  He went on to state, “I intended to remove the frog after I had finished the project, but I forgot all about that poor little frog. I continued to use the machine.  After a long time, maybe a year or more I cleaned out the vat and there it was, my little frog turned to stone.”

We discussed that petrified frog and I suggested to Mr. Claude that he send it to some University to test the now petrified frog to ascertain its age via laboratory, scientific measurements.  We laughed together; they may say it’s 60 million years old!

Claude Gentry was a Christian gentleman who believed in creation and not the evolution theory with its eons of time.  Both, he and I believe, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)  “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.” (Genesis 2:1-2)
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