COMPASSION

Donald R. Fox

January 25, 2011, I had my annual physical.  I have a pleasant doctor, who is obviously concerned about his patients.  I enjoy talking to him, and he enjoys mild joking and smiles often. I feel free to discuss any health problems I have with him. I told him that I have always been somewhat of an emotional person. Since my youth, tears have swelled, on many occasions. For many men, this is an embarrassing thing. Some men may feel that showing emotions is a weakness. To get chocked up is unmanly. As we talked about emotions, I related a funeral I helped participate in for an old close friend.  I told my doctor, as I spoke about a trait my deceased friend had, I chocked up and could not talk for a few seconds.  My emotional condition my good Doctor said, “ Is called compassion.”

The new Speaker of the House John Boehner shows his emotional disposition very often.  Our National News Media likes to play it up in a negative manner.  Well, what should we expect?  I would not call John Boehner unmanly, would you?  I am thankful that he can show compassion.  Too often we have those who have a hard heart, and an uncaring disposition.  Be thankful for tears of compassion.

“Compassion is the basis of all morality.” (Arthur Schopenhauer 1788-1860)

“The measure of a country’s greatness is its ability to retain compassion in times of crisis.” (Thurgood Marshall 1908-1993)
OUR LORD JESUS AND COMPASSION 

“And Jesus went about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of disease and all manner of sickness. But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion for them, because they were distressed and scattered, as sheep not having a shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38 ASV)
 “Now when he drew near to the gate of the city, behold, there was carried out one that was dead, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. And he came nigh and touched the bier: and the bearers stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother.” (Luke 7:12-15 ASV)

“(Now Jesus was not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha met him.) The Jews then who were with her in the house, and were consoling her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she was going unto the tomb to weep there. Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw him, fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping who came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, Where have ye laid him? They say unto him, Lord, come and see. Jesus wept.” (John 11:30-35 ASV) 
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