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Some time ago the elders at the Mayfeild church of Christ, Saltillo, Mississippi placed me and another man in charge of the church benevolent work. From time to time, people drive up to the church building or call us, asking for help.  Most if not all the requests for help are for money.  I know I am being judgmental, but the vast majority of these people are con artists.  The term con artist is defined as a swindler who exploits the confidence of his victim; a confidence man; chiseller; scammer a person who swindles you by deception or fraud.

The last three folks that we helped promised to pay us back for the help they received or call us thus showing appreciation.  Until this good day, we have heard nothing from them.  We get a gut feeling most of the time that these individuals are not telling us the truth, but for fear, we may turn away one that really needs help. We help them.  The church here in Saltillo has revamped the selection process for those that desire our help. This has greatly helped us! Just recently we turned away a smooth fast-talking man who had a complicated and contradictory story in his request.  To tell you the truth---I felt very good about catching this confidence man in his lies.

The chiseller and the scammer have always plagued honest people as they endeavor to take advantage of good people’s desire to help the unfortunate.   Along with the Psalms may we say, “…O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.” (Psalm 43:1) All of us must be on guard---“For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers…” (Titus 1:10)

Because of the deception of such people, let us be wise to their fraudulent nature.  “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.”  (Matthew 10:16)
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