CRUDENESS
Donald R. Fox

An interesting fact about being older and have lived through a few generations is that you have the luxury of comparing the times.  My boyhood years were from the 1930’s and 1940’s, turning eighteen years old in November 1950 and enlisting in the Army in March 1951.  I have looked back and said to myself—my how times have changed.  The things that stand-out, that have changed--in my judgment--are the drastic transforming and deterioration of ethical and moral norms.  We as a people of this present generation have been desensitized too many ethical/moral issues.  We are not shocked anymore, moral decay seems normal.  We are a cruder people today.

In defining the words ‘crude/crudeness’, as we are using them, they mean: one that is lacking finish, grace, tact, taste, as an uncouth, crude fellow, rude, bad-mannered; further defined as an impolite, discourteous manner that ignores accepted social usage. Can you remember a couple of generations ago listening to the radio or seeing a movie; did you ever hear crude words flow from the lips of the speaker?  Today, as you listen to the radio, watch television or a movie, crude and vulgar words are almost commonplace. Generally, folks have been desensitized to such and just overlook this crudeness.  
Times have changed; we have become less civilized. Of course we understand that people who are younger, growing up in this present era can not recognize the change.  It is sad that crudeness to them is very normal.  I guess you could say that in my life span, past acceptable behavior is not normal any longer. We further recognized that all generations throughout world history have had their ups/downs in the area of moral/ethical issues.
Some reading this may say, “You know, you are just being too narrow-minded and the need is to get with the times.”  No, what we need is to re-group and take a good long hard look at where we are and why we got here.  It can not be wrong to regain proper standards, thus becoming more civilized!  To regain the high ground of civility has always been an ongoing challenge and struggle to peoples of the world community.  The battle is worth the effort, losing will only increase crudeness.  “Rudeness is the weak man’s imitation of strength.” (Eric Hoffer, 1902-1983)
To the point: there is and always have been fixed standards to determine what is right and wrong.  For those who still look to our Savior Jesus Christ and the Word of God as our guide, let’s look at a few principles that will help us return to a proper conduct.
“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20)

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34)

“If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)

NOTE:  For additional study on this theme see LEWDNESS on our web site.
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