DEBATE ON PENTECOSTALISM

W. N. Bill Jackson and R. E. Bayer

(Or, “dissolving A Few Bayer Aspirins”)

Donald R. Fox

The Bayer-Jackson debate on Pentecostalism was held in Fulton, Mississippi, July 30 – August 3, 1979. R. E. Bayer of Fort Lauderdale, Florida represented the United Pentecostal Church.  William N. Jackson of Fulton, Mississippi represented the Church of Christ.  This five-night debate was a follow-up of the R. E. Bayer-S. C. Kinningham Debate on the same subject, March 30-31 – April 1, 1978, Tupelo, Mississippi.  Bill Jackson was the moderator for S. C. Kinningham in this 1978 discussion.  Because of a mutual desire to study the subject matter to a further degree by both Bayer and Jackson, another debate was scheduled the next year, 1979.

To state that this debate was a lively one is to understate the zeal and enthusiasm by both men.  Unfortunately, the Pentecostals present acted up, participating in the discussion on several occasions.  This was contrary to agreed rules for discussion.  On the second night and during Mr. Bayer’s first negative speech, he got his brethren riled up in a long and loud demonstration.  They called it a “Holy Spirit led demonstration”.  All this was out of order, and it took a little time to calm down the crowd.  Such types of demonstrations are common for those of the Pentecostal movement.

It will not be my intention to review the whole five nights of the debate.  I desire to home in on one aspect of the discussion.  Most, if not all debaters of the church of Christ will use against their opponent the official creed or manual that guides/instructs that religious body.  Bill Jackson, from the very beginning of the debate, pressed that their Manuel bound the United Pentecostal Church.  Logic with an analytic mind came natural to Bill.  “While still in the military, he completed requirements for his law degree through work in the Naval Summary, Special, and General Courts-Martial systems, and also graduated from the U.S. School of Naval Justice in 1953. Much of his law work was aboard the U.S.S. Worchester.” (Page 209, Freed-Hardeman Lectures, 1972)  

A FEW EXAMPLES OF THE PRESSING NATURE OF BILL JACKSON’S ANALYZING PENTECOSTALISM: Addressing Mr. Bayer, “Since I claim that your doctrine is from a human creed, The United Pentecostal Church Manual, and you claim to get your doctrine from the Bible, will you now publicly disavow that creed and state that you’re not bound by it?…I am affirming where he gets his doctrine, from the United Pentecostal Church Manuel.”(Ref. Page 60) ”Is the basis of the wording that you insist upon in water baptism the SCRIPTURE, or the United Pentecostal Church Manuel?" (Ref. page 115) “If the United Pentecostal Church Manual is by divine revelation, and it was written by those they say who had Holy Spirit baptism, WHY NOT SAY SO? Why be so RELUCTANT about it? It looks like a man would have come out here, and in the very first speech would say: “My doctrine is right, because I believe it is in the Bible and MORE THAT, I’VE GOT A DIVINELY-GIVEN MANUAL THAT SAYS SO!” (Ref. Page 203)

A FEW EXAMPLES OF THE FRUSTRATION OF MR. BAYER: From the first night of the debate, Mr. Bayer was showing signs of frustration with Bill Jackson. A “point of order” by Mr. Bayer’s moderator, Mr. Lewis, noted that Bill was attacked the UPC Manuel. In response to the “point of order”, Bill Jackson states, “Yes, but I’m denying that his doctrine is based on the scripture, and I’m showing where it comes from. The speaker’s allowed to do that. If he wishes to get up and disavow that, he can point out if I’ve misused him, if I’ve misused the manual. It’s YOUR MANUAL.” (Ref. Page 50) Note as follows Bayer’s first negative, Wednesday night. “Greetings, Ladies and Gentleman! Gentlemen Moderators, my honorable opponent, Mr. “Manual-Hungry” Jackson. We’re here again to DEBATE THE MANUAL! I thought we were here to debate EMMANUAL! I guess we’re going to have to talk about the manual. He’s got manualists. He needs to see a doctor! (Ref. Page 123)  Mr. Bayer started Thursday night, his second affirmative, in a very strange way. “(Singing) Oh, how Jackson loves the manual!  … (Singing) Oh, how Jackson loves the manual!” (Ref. Page 185)  NOTE:  It was very clear that Mr. Bayer could not overcome the United Pentecostal Church Manual argument. 

CONCLUSION: It is my belief that this debate is a classic.  The reason for this observation is that Bill Jackson stayed on and pressed The United Pentecostal Church Manual to a breaking point of Mr. Bayer. R. E. Bayer was unable to shake the onslaught of logic concerning where Pentecostals acquired their doctrine. Their dogma did not come from the Word of God; it came from the UPC Manual.  Bill Jackson used sixty plus charts during the debate, many of which was directed toward their UPC Manual.

NOTE:  Bill Jackson asked me to tape the entire debate for him.  All five nights were recorded on old reel-to-reel tapes.  The recording of this discussion is preserved on MP3 format. The audio is in excellent quality.  The “Jackson-Bayer Debate on Pentecostalism” was published and copyrighted, 1980 by SOWING THE SEED PUBLICATIONS, 800 S. Cummings Street, Fulton, Mississippi 38843.
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