DECENCY

“Have You No Sense of Decency?”

DONALD R. FOX

This generation, for the most part, does not remember Joseph Raymond McCarthy (1908-1957).  McCarthy was a U.S. Senator, State of Wisconsin.  His term as a senator was from 1947 until 1957.  It was a period in our history that was called the Cold War.  McCarthy gained recognition during this era.  McCarthy claimed that Soviet and Communists spies had infiltrated our government.  Government hearings were conducted in 1954 to ascertain McCarthy’s charges.

On June 9, 1954, the hearings were in their 30th day.  An exchange between McCarthy and the Army’s attorney, Joseph Welch, brought the hearing to its conclusion for all intents.  It appeared that McCarthy was intoxicated at the time of their exchange.  In brief, Attorney Welch said, “Until this moment, Senator, I think I never gauged your cruelty or recklessness…”  “You’ve done enough.  Have you no sense of decency, sir, at long last?  Have you left no sense of decency?” With these remarks by Joseph Welch, the hearings were for all practical purposes ended.
With new restudying of this era, it seems that Senator McCarthy did have evidence of communists in our government.  If he was more decent in his approach to uncover problems, he would have served himself and our nation in a better light.  Maybe his drinking habits interfered with his judgement.  With that said, the senator came on as a tyrant and arrogant.

Don’t we see a lack of a sense of decency in our society?  Maybe, some don’t even understand what decency is?  That which is decent, carries the idea, of proper and accepted standards; approved social standards. It is shameful to be void of decency!

In the Bible the word decently is found only in the New Testament, (1 Corinthians 14:40) “Let all things be done decently and in order.” – “Let all things be done in an “appropriate” and “becoming” manner; “decorously,” as becomes the worship of God. Let all be done in “order, regularly;” without confusion, discord, tumult.” (Barnes Notes, via e-Sword)

For Christians, a sense of decency ought to be part of our demeanor. No need for a show or the desire for importance in the eye of man.   

“Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy; to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.” (Psalm 33:18-19)
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