DESIRE
Donald R. Fox

A human emotion we do not think about is our inner desire.  Desire is defined in part as: to wish or long for; crave.  This yearning could be either good or evil. The desire for material things is a constant problem for many.  Briefly let us all look within ourselves and ask, what drives me, what is my desire?  We know that the scriptures teach us that all accountable humans have sinned.  "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)  "If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us." (1 John 1:10)

One of my New Testament heroes is the Roman Officer a Centurion named Cornelius.  He is described as "A devout man, and one that feareth God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always." (Acts 10:2) Cornelius's true inner desire to please God is revealed as he responds to the Apostle Peter with these words, "Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God." (Acts 10:33) 

There are many other examples given to us in the scriptures as to the deep seeded desire of good men to do God's will.  Cornelius and his household had an inward desire to be obedient.  "He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." (Mark 16:16)

I am thankful that “one that feareth God” can cultivate his inward desire along with his freedom to choose, thus doing that which is good.  "The desire of the righteous is only good; but the expectation of the wicked is wrath." (Proverbs 11:23) The Apostle Paul lamented, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge." (Romans 10:1-2) Truly may we all say in humility "...the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee." (Isaiah 26:8)

"Three things are necessary for the salvation of man: to know what he ought to believe; to know what he ought to desire; and to know what he ought to do."    (Thomas Aquinas (1225 - 1274), Two Precepts of Charity)




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































  “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John 1:10)  With this before us I would suggest that men even though they are sinners can have an inner desire to do God’s Will.
One of my New Testament hero’s is the Roman Officer a Centurion named Cornelius.  He is described as “A devout man, and one that feared God, with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always.” (Acts 10:2)  Cornelius’s true inner desire to please God is reveled as he responds to the Apostle Peter with these words, “Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.” (Acts 10:33)  Peter as he had done in Acts 2 presented to Cornelius and his household God’s plan for lost sinners.
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