DIGNITARY OR CELEBRITY OR SERVANT

Donald R. Fox

Personally, I get the feeling that many of our politicians believe they are wholly dignitaries.  I will refrain from pointing out politicians we know who fit the bill.  I have to believe that many in government are trying to do their job within the framework of the law of the land.  Further, they accept and are guided by proper standard of moral principles.  With that noted, it is observed that some elected officials come on as pompous with a surplus of superiority.  The fact is that elected officials are not dignitaries or celebrities from all viewpoints.  They are servants of the people.  I wonder how many feel or accept the fact that they are servants.

A dignitary is defined as a person of high official position or rank, especially in government. They are people whose actions and opinions influence the course of events. In like manner, a celebrity is a widely known person who has fame or notoriety.  Our elected politicians fit the definitions of dignitary and celebrity.  Maybe that is why some elected officials allow their office “to go to their head”. One who has great influence should not be pompous and over bearing.

I understand that I have made a few points that seem contradictory. The paradox is that our elected officials are in real sense dignitaries and celebrities. However, I maintain that in a higher and nobler sense, they are servants.  The reason being, we the people, elected him/her to an office to serve the people.  With this service, they have sworn an oath to defend and support the Constitution of the United States of America.  Similar oaths are expressed at the State level.  Thus, they are true servants of those who elected them to their office.  What a great honor to be chosen by the people to serve in capacities of government. A servant attitude expresses humility, selflessness and gratefulness to serve.

Preserve my soul; for I am godly: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.” (Psalm 86-2 ASV)

 “His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Mt. 25:23 ASV)

 “But ye shall not be so: but he that is the greater among you, let him become as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For which is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am in the midst of you as he that serveth.” (Luke 22:26-27 ASV)

 “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, saluteth you, always striving for you in his prayers, that ye may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.”(Col 4:12 ASV)
“President means chief servant.” (Mahatma Gandhi 1869-1948)

NOTE:  For additional study on this same theme see essays entitled “SERVANTS” and “STATESMAN VS. POLITICIAN”
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