DISORIENTED AT WAL MART

(A Dementia Gentleman?)

Donald R. Fox

Recently, April 2009, I was shopping at the Wal-Mart store in Tupelo, Mississippi when I encountered a sad episode.  As I entered the store, there stood before me a fine looking gentleman, tall and well dressed.  He was about seventy years old or so.  He was standing all alone and holding onto an empty shopping cart.  Quickly, off to my right, a woman appeared.  She yelled at this gentleman, “Leave that cart alone”. She yanked the cart from his hands and yelled at him to “Come on!”  She walked fast away from him.  He stood there; his lips quivered, talking in a very low volume.  I could not understand what he was saying.  I did recognize the sadly pained expression on his face.  I wanted to cry!  This poor man was very disoriented and his facial expression was one of terrible anguish.  Alzheimer’s, senility or dementia, I know not, however, this gentleman should not be treated in such a way.

I am being judgmental because I do not know for sure he had a form of dementia, yet I know he was having trouble in solving the situation he was in.  I am further judgmental because I do not know the women’s role.  Was she his wife or a caretaker?  Was she under stress and just didn’t act right during this situation?  Maybe she was having a terrible day?

With this brief encounter, the “Golden Rule” entered my thinking.  No matter what the situation was with the woman, the “Golden Rule” was not part of her behavior. Did she know or care that a bystander was observing this situation?  If the role were reversed would she want one to be rude and demanding?

Friends, the “Golden Rule” would solve most if not all of the world’s ethical/moral problems.  During the period August 15 and 16 August 1929 in the city of Shawnee, Oklahoma, W. L. Oliphant, had a formal oral debate with Charles Smith.  Mr. Oliphant was a Christian and Mr. Smith was the President of the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism, New York City.  One of the propositions debated was “Atheism is Beneficial to the Race, and is most conductive to Morality of any Theory Known to Man.” I’m just about sure you were smiling when you read this discussion proposition.   Pun intended!  

Notice the following statement by Mr. Oliphant in denial of the proposition:  

  “Consider the Golden Rule: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law and the prophets.” (Mt. 7:12.)

     This expresses the world’s only perfect standard of conduct. I challenge any atheist to find a single fault in it.

     I could continue indefinitely in naming the principles of righteousness given in God’s word. I do not deem it necessary. To reduce this question to the most definite, concise issue, I am willing to risk the whole proposition on this challenge: I challenge Mr. Smith to name any principle of morality that I cannot read in the Bible. Let him mention any virtue he may think of, and I will read it in this Book---the Christian’s standard of life.” (Page 80-81, Oliphant-Smith Debate, Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, Tennessee, 1952)

I may never see this old gentleman or the lady again.  With that said, they will be in my prayers.  I desire only the best for them.

[image: image1.jpg]


