DISSERVICE

Donald R. Fox

I was viewing “NBC, Dateline” Sunday, June 26, 2011, catching only the last half of a program dealing with youth gang warfare in Chicago, Illinois.  The utter barbaric violence of these gangs was beyond understanding.  How can humans be so inhuman?  An ongoing thought went through my mind as I viewed the terror of youthful thugs. 

As I viewed the program I thought within myself, we have committed many disservices toward our youth over many years. At this time, I would like to address just one aspect of a disservice toward our youth. Since I am an old military man spending many years in the US Army, I believe that our youth would be better served if we still had the draft.  When our government caved into anti-war chaos makers at the close of the Viet Nam war, they appeased the political philosophy anarchists by ending the military draft. I would also suggest that the general public was pleased about this decision.  In my view, the public was following the negative propaganda fed to them over the years.  Ending the draft was a huge disservice to our youth.  Our nation and our youths have paid the price over these many years. Strong leadership coupled with firm decision making at the national level is always greatly needed. 

The word disservice is defined in part as:  A harmful action; an ill turn, wrong; an action, which is not helpful.  In past generations, serving in the Armed Forces was an expected duty as a citizen of the USA.  Have you ever considered that young folks must be programmed?  Did the word program turn you off?  It should not!  A normal cycle is, as we grew up, our parents, and society taught us we should go to school.  During my school years, Christian principles were taught in the public school system.  Principles of right/wrong are sorely needed in today's society. This programming hopefully prepared one to earn a living and to be a law-abiding citizen. For young men in past times being a good citizen was serving our country. At one time being in the military was simply called the service. As an example, parents may say, “Our son is in the service”.  Mark this down; when nothing is expected from our youth, then nothing is what we get. We are now told that only twenty five per cent of our youth are eligible to serve in the armed forces. Looks like the anarchist’s philosophy has taken hold in our society.  Now how do you like that, my fellow citizen?

This essay may be hard to understand by some that read it.  I am aware of “generation gaps” concerning our grasping of views from older and younger generations.  It will be helpful and I strongly recommend that you read my essay entitled “PROGRAMED” along with this essay.  

“Always render more and better service than is expected of you, no matter what your task may be.”  Og Mandino (1923 – 1996)

OUR GOD DEMANDS JUST SERVICE  

“Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in measures of length, of weight, or of quantity. Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. And ye shall observe all my statutes, and all mine ordinances, and do them: I am Jehovah.” (Le. 19:35-37 ASV)
“A false balance is abomination to the Lord: but a just weight is his delight.” (Proverbs 11:1 KJV)

GOVERNMENT IS A NECESSARY SOURCE OF SERVICE

“Let every soul be in subjection to the higher powers: for there is no power but of God; and the powers that be are ordained of God. Therefore he that resisteth the power, withstandeth the ordinance of God: and they that withstand shall receive to themselves judgment. For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil. And wouldest thou have no fear of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise from the same:  for he is a minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is a minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for conscience’ sake.” (Romans 13:1-5 ASV)

NOTE:  For information on our Selective Service System see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selective_Service_System  
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