DO NOT STEAL

A Youthful Lesson Learned

(It is shameful that during the Holiday Season stealing increases.)

DONALD R. FOX

The Holiday Season is a merry, pleasant time of the year.  I always enjoyed winter and the approaching of this giving season.  Many children look forward to receiving toys and other goodies Christmas morning.
I guess I was about eight years old or so.  My friend and schoolmate, Robert Payton lived across the street from us.  One day he showed me his toys he had in the basement of his home.  My young eyes noticed a toy cash register.  I was fascinated with it and until this good day I do not know why.

Later in the day, I was driven by a desire to play with that toy cash register.  Obsessed by this wish, I sneaked into his basement and stole the toy.  My rationale was to return it later in the day.  However, my friend’s older sister observed my sin.  My mother was informed and my first and last venture into a life of crime came to a swift conclusion.  I was punished and forgiven by one and all.  Thank God!
Since that terrible embarrassing day until this present time, I could not and would not commit the sin of stealing.

I learned as a small child “Do not steal” (Mark 10:19).  For many the sin of stealing is commonplace.   Government, corporate, business frauds, all guilty of this sin.  The blatant thieves that breaks into your home or robs a store are more violated, but still it is the same sin.  The scams, con men, shoplifters, looters and the like all perform their sinful deeds without shame.  You work for what you got, and they steal. Shame on all thieves!
“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” (Ephesians 4:28)
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