DOUBLE LIFE

Donald R. Fox

In 1948, the distinguished British actor Ronald Colman (1891-1958) starred in a movie; screenplay entitled “A Double Life."  Colman plays a stage actor who stars in the play, William Shakespeare’s tragedy, “Othello."  He becomes so involved in acting the part that he begins to think and behave as Othello even off-stage.  The more he plays the role, the more he takes on the rage, the character of Othello. He begins to lead a double life, his true self and the character he plays, Othello. Thus submitting, he gives in to his double life, driving him to murder and the loss of his mind.

Over the years, we have observed people, many times proclaimed Christians, who have put on a front, a mask.  They are not what they seem.  They lead double lives.  They may be caught up in worldly vices, wicked hidden behaviors, dark sensual sins and such like that make them hypocrites. They put on the face of stability and integrity, sadly they are living a charade. We are afraid that there are more people leading double lives than we can envision. Do they lament over their predicament? I would think many do. To overcome such hypocrisies must be an ongoing inner struggle.

We have wondered about such things.  Why hide your true self?  Of course, the answer is that most normal, rational, law-abiding people desire at least an outward appearance of respectability, a good reputation. Someone has said, “Reputation is what people think about you, character is what you really are." Most of us desire to be thought of as Class A Citizens, great husbands, wives, parent, and on and on, we could go.

Can one who is living a double life change, repent, clean up their lives?  Yes, of course one can, thank God.  Man can choose to lay aside those things that are the root cause for living a lie.  “Wherefore, laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speaking...” (1 Peter 2:1) The need is “to be conformed to the image of his Son…” (Romans 8:29)  When we conform “to the image” of our Saviour, we “put off, concerning the former conversation, the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts…' thus we “put on the new man" (See Ephesians 4:22-24).

Living a double life must be a fearful and worrying dilemma for one that is caught up in a life of lies and hypocrisies.  To repent of this life-style is the only answer for a sane, normal useful life “in Christ”. (See Acts 2:37-38)

NOTE: For information on the actor Ronald Colman see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Colman  
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