EGOTISM
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One of the most nerve racking negative character traits one has to deal with is egotism.  No, not for the one that has an overload of ego, but the one that has to live/work or associate with an egotistic. Along with other negative traits we can acquire, egotism rules and controls the person.  Some have described this temperament as, “me, myself and I."  Other behaviors that develop from an ego-driven person are self-pride, conceit, pomposity and grandiosity all of which can and will develop into narcissism, a love of oneself.  Egotism truly rules the heart of such a person.  

“The smaller the mind the greater the conceit.” Aesop (620 BC – 560 BC)

For an ego-driven person who desires to change, he/she must develop a sense of humility. Humbleness is the reverse of egotism.  In the Old Testament book of Obadiah, there is the humbling of Edom.  Concerning Edom it is written, “The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee.. Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the Lord.” (Verse 3 and 4 KJV) “Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.”  (Proverbs 13:10 KJV)

I would like to add one other malady that can be present with one who has developed a pomposity disposition.  A presumptuous attitude, with the overstepping of proper bounds and forwardness is a common trait of one who is full of self-conceit.  We must guard against this behavior. “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.” (Psalm 19:13 KJV)  Side Note: This brief study on egotism is based on years of observation and application of biblical principles.

FOR SINFUL MAN A CHANGE OF HIS HEART IS NECESSARY

 “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.
 Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.” (Proverbs 16:18-19 KJV)

“And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.” (Mark 7:20-23 KJV)

 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?
 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:36-38 KJV)

VICTORY AWAITS THE ONE THAT OVERCOMES THE WORLD

 “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.
 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:1-5 KJV)

NOTE:  For additional study see essay titled “PRESUMING TOO MUCH."
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