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Our English Dictionary defines encourage as: to give courage, hope, or confidence to; embolden; hearten; to help; give support to; be favorable to.

Now don’t all of us desire and need encouragement.  I think so; I do not believe that words and actions of encouragement are used enough.  Too many of us tend to be more critical, looking for an opening to put down some one.

“There is nothing better than the encouragement of a good friend.” (Katharine Butler Hathaway)
“Encouragement will work well with reasonable men.” (Robert Rawson)

Some folks in their desire to help others have hindered progress by being brutally honest and lacking any tact.  Then there are people that keep their distance and are somewhat reserve toward others that may need encouragement. This is a non-involvement, a detached, if it does not affect to me attitude.  The need of course is to develop an encouraging, friendly disposition, to learn how to speak words that give support and strengthen the weak. ” Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” (Colossians 4:6)
King David had so many ups and downs in his life.  It is also encouraging to know our God can help in times of despair.  “And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.” (1 Samuel 30:6)

We remember the early days WW 2 when things looked so bleak. Great leaders such as Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill gave us much needed earnest encouragement, how heartening.  People needed courage to face the unknown.  There are many valleys, low places we all must walk during our life time.  Let us all encourage one other in Christian love.

“Pleasant words are as a honey-comb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.” (Proverbs 16:24)
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