ERODING OUR FREEDOMS NOTA BENE

Nota bene is a Latin and Italian phrase meaning “note well”. It instructs one to note well the matter at hand. In present-day English, it is used to draw the attention of the reader to a certain (side) aspect or detail of the subject on hand, translating it as "pay attention" or "take notice". (Reference: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

Sometimes I see an article, etc. that is interesting and/or informative. At times I would like to furnish additional material. However, most of the time it does not fit the format that is designed for Essays by Fox.  Note well, or NOTA BENA will provide a format for additional material on Essays by Fox.

Thank you Ray Hawk for the following article.

Donald R. Fox

www.essaysbyfox.org
ERODING OUR FREEDOMS

In 1974, when I was working with the church in East Gadsden, AL, a tent revival was held on the main thoroughfare through Gadsden.  Two preachers and I went and passed out tracts to people walking to the revival.  I called the Chief of Police in Gadsden before we did so to see if we would be breaking any laws by standing on the sidewalk, about 40 feet from the tent, to pass out literature.  I told him we were not with the group holding the revival, but were from the Church of Christ.  He assured me that I would be breaking no laws as long as I remained on the sidewalk and did not go on the grounds belonging to the tent.  In fact, I could have been standing in front of the tent and I would not have been breaking any laws if I remained on the sidewalk.
 
As we were passing out tracts to those who would receive them, a car drove up and onto the grounds where the tent was.  The driver drove up to where we were, rolled down his window and took one of our tracts.  He proceeded onto the grounds and parked.  Then he and three other men came to where we were and began to tell us we had to leave.  He stated that he would call the police and have us arrested if we did not leave.  I informed him that I had talked to the Chief of Police and was guaranteed that as long as we remained on the sidewalk, we were breaking no laws and could pass out literature.  They left us and went to the tent.  Later, during the service, a friend told us that he referred to us as “bastards” during his sermon.  Our purpose was sincere and legitimate.  The religious group had a right to meet where they did and say what they wanted to say, just as we had a right to meet on the sidewalk and pass out literature. 

  

However, in 2010 the case is different.  Go to the following link and watch as over half a dozen policemen descend upon three Christians, about three minutes after they started handing out the book of John in English and Arabic on the sidewalk, outside the entrance to a festival being conducted by the Muslims in Dearborn, Michigan.  They are told that they cannot pass out literature there.  In fact, they would be arrested if they did so anywhere, within 5 blocks from the festival! 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch? feature=iv&v=Smw9QuH1xkA&annotation_id=annotation_541508 

  

We are losing our freedoms and guess who is putting pressure on officials to take it away from us?  The peaceful religion called Islam. 

  

Did you know the Muslims built a huge Mosque north of Toronto, Canada with the stipulation that no Christian church could be built within 3 miles of it?  Apparently Canadian officials gave in.  Did you know that in Saudi Arabia you cannot build any Christian church building in that nation?  You cannot distribute Bibles in that country.  In fact, in Muslim controlled countries, if a Christian church does exist, they may not pass out literature on the street to any Muslim, they cannot advertise their meetings, nor may they convert Muslims.  No freedoms there, but they want to take away ours here! 

  

Ray Hawk 
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