EVANGELICAL EXPANSION AFTER WWII

(Remembering Our Service Members, Past and Present)

(Memorial Day, 25 May 2009))

Donald R. Fox
“World War II casualty statistics vary greatly. Estimates of total dead range from 50 million to over 70 million. The sources cited on this page document an estimated death toll in World War II of roughly 72 million, making it the deadliest ever. Civilians killed totaled around 47 million, including 20 million from war-related disease and famine. Total military dead: about 25 million, including deaths in captivity of about 4 million prisoners of war. Axis dead: approximately 11 million; Allied dead: about 61 million.”   (Reference:  Wikipedia Online, The Free Encyclopedia)

With the surrender of Japan on 15 August 1945, World War II ended.  What joy and peace I felt as a young teenager! Words cannot describe the heartfelt gratitude for the end of the nightmare.  Thank God for peace!  Our service men and women who survived the brutal war were finally coming home. 

It is good to remember, because in the passing of time, too many of us forget.  With the terribleness of this worldwide war, our God in His Providence also opened doors of opportunities for the gospel of peace. Our Christian soldiers and etc., while they served on far off shores, also preached and taught others about our Savior Jesus Christ. The gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news, was preached and churches of Christ were established.  Yes, our God can use bad times for the good. 

I have before me a published letter written by Harold F. Savely, a Corporal, Army, USA.  Extracted portions of this letter written to S. H. Hall as follows:

“Tokyo, Japan, September 30, 1945.

“Dear Brother Hall:

 “I arrived in Tokyo on September 17, after leaving Leyte Island on September 2.  Industrial Tokyo is very much demolished, and I found the people far from unkind.

“I spent the Sunday of September 23 tracing down our brethren in Christ here.  I finally located Yunosuka Hiratsuka, and had a nice, long talk with him.  I was never more welcomed than the welcome I received from that brother.  Even though he is at the age of seventy-three, he reported himself to be in excellent health.  He gave me a report on many of the other members that had not gone to the States.  Everyone is well, but T. Tsukamoto has passed away since the war began.

“The church continued the work here for some time after the war started just as they had been.  Brother Hiratsuka continued work with the Kamitomigata congregation…Due to Brother Hiratsuka’s old age and disability in continuing regular there, he turned the work over to Suematsu Saito.  I was fortunate to worship with them today.  Eleven of us were present for that service.  It is very inspiring to meet with brother and sisters whose language is far different, but whose faith and aims are one with ours.”…

“Maybe before many more weeks I can see you if the Lord so wills.  Until then I wish you all the happiness and blessings that are in Christ.

“Respectfully yours, Harold F. Savely.”  (Letter can be found on page 608, Gospel Advocate, Volume LXXXVII, No. 44, Nashville, Tennessee, November 1, 1945)

NOTE:  S. H. Hall observed in part: “It seems to me that we now have an “open door” in Japan.”  May we always take advantage of open doors, thus doing that which is right and good. “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.” (1 Corinthian 1:9)

And so it was!  After WW II, many doors were opened throughout the world. Joined with efforts of brethren in the armed services and faithful Christians that endured war in their homeland, the church grew.

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

SIDE NOTE:  Yunosuka Hiratsuka wrote a book entitled: “History of the church in Japan”. Samuel Henry Hall was a faithful gospel preacher, 1877-1961. I was unable to find anything on Harold F. Savely, Suematsu Saito or T. Tsukamoto.

A PERSONAL NOTE:  I was stationed in Tokyo, Japan from late 1951 until 1954. US Army (Army of Occupation). I met my future wife, Shirley in Japan.  She was in the Woman Army Corp (WAC).  We were married in Tokyo, 15 April 1953.
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