EVIDENCE

DONALD R. FOX

My Father was a combat veteran in WW1; he was wounded twice in France. The year was 1918.  I observed his wounds on his body.  He also served in WW2.  I have some ole pictures of him as a very young man in uniform during WW1.  I have an ole YMCA “Post Card” (Soldiers and Sailors Mail) that was used to notify kin back home that he arrived overseas in good shape.  His personnel records on file will also verify his service. This and more is evidence of his actual service in the US Army, WW1 and WW2. Is it not fascinating to prove long ago history with verifiable evidence?

I used the above personal information about my Father to launch out on few thoughts concerning evidence. One way to prove historical events is to go to the witnesses. Secular history is interesting but Biblical History is paramount because our eternal destiny depends on the truthfulness of it.

As we look at the religious beliefs of the world, I can truthfully state that God of the Bible, and the religion thereof is the most historically verifiable.  Simon Greenleaf a Harvard Law Professor in his classic work “The Testimony of the Evangelists” published in 1874 wrote an introduction “To the Members of the Legal Profession”.  Notice following extraction, “The religion of Jesus Christ aims at nothing less than the utter overthrow of all other systems of religion in the world; denouncing them as inadequate to the wants of man, false in their foundations, and dangerous in their tendency.”

Notice “all other systems of religion” are “false in their foundations” therefore, the challenge is: check out the evidence of World Religions, if there be any. Is there historical evidence to ascertain the truthfulness of their claims? Are their claims reasonable? With this investigation, I am convinced we will come to the conclusion that the “religion of Jesus Christ” stands the test of this scrutiny.   In truth, Peter could testify, “This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses.” (Acts 2:32)  With the guilt of the crucifixion of Jesus and the facts verified by the witnesses the Jews asked the question, “what shall we do? And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized, every one of you unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:37-38).  Shall we accept the testimony of the eye and ear witnesses and shall we obey?
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