EYEBALLING

Donald R. Fox

According to the Merriam-Webster On Line Dictionary, the word eyeballing is defined as: “To look intently especially in making an evaluation or choice.” Further, according to Dictionary.com, eyeballing is defined as:  “To measure or estimate roughly by sight: eyeballed the area of the wall that needed paint.”
Have you ever seen a structure like a shed that was lopsided?  I have seen some folks building such without any leveling tools.  The vertical walls surely were out of plumb.  Some builders, maybe kids building a clubhouse, just eyeballed everything.  Of course, professional builders, carpenters and bricklayers would not just eyeball a job. 

When I was a kid, I loved playing baseball.  We boys would meet at the ole sandlot and prepare to play against another team.  For the most part the other team was unknown to us; therefore we eyeballed them as they practiced before the game.  Now isn’t eyeballing an interesting word? Let us make spiritual applications to our word, eyeballing.  

SPIRITUAL, ETHICAL/ MORAL EYEBALLING IN MAKING “AN EVALUATION OR CHOICE” VOID OF GOD’S STANDARD IS NOT ACCEPTABLE.

A TRUE STANDARD IS NEEDED.

“Thus he showed me: and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more:” (Amos 7:7-8) Notice that the wall is straight and level because a plumb line was used.  The application for us is:  God has set for mankind a spiritual, ethical/moral plumb line.  God will measure all mankind with a true standard, the Word of God, the Bible.

“A false balance is abomination to the Lord: but a just weight is his delight. (Proverbs 11:1)  Notice that God Almighty demands true and accurate weights.  In many of our better editions of our dictionaries, there is “Tables of Weights and Measures”.  We all recognize that these weights and measures are fixed standards.  God will use unchanging standards that have been determined by Him to judge us.  We have no right to change or wink at these set standards.  We cannot just eyeball in a casual manner these “just weights”.

CONCLUSION:  OK, it’s all right to eyeball the building of that shed.  And it’s OK to eyeball the competition you are about to play a game of softball with.  However, when it comes to our obedience to God Almighty such type of slackness will not work.

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5)

“And if ye call on the Father who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:” (1 Peter 1:17)
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