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Maybe it is just me.  But I have a sense that things, people are not as fair as they use to be.  What I mean is---have people lost a sense of fair play?  Example, recently at the Post Office as I entered the door, I noticed a young lady ten or so feet behind me.  I paused at the door and held it open for her.  She entered without a word to me and proceeded right ahead of me to the counter to be served. It would be nice if she acknowledge the gesture and said, “Go ahead you were here first”.  I then could have practiced even more good will and said, “No please you go first or ladies first”.  I would have felt good and maybe the young lady would have enjoyed the freshness of good manners and a pleasant, courteous interchange between total strangers.  

Like things happen all the time, people take advantage of a good willed gesture on the part other folks.  To me this is not fair play, am I wrong?  What has happened to our sense of fairness coupled with courtesy?

Part of Webster’s definition of the word fair is, “just and honest; impartial; unprejudiced, as, a fair judge; pleasant and courteous, etc.”  We remember the Apostle Peter did not show fairness toward Gentile Christians.  Paul rebuked Peter because of his unfair, prejudiced actions toward Gentile Christians and the leading to the appeasement of Jewish Christians.  “But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For, before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew, and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision (Jewish Christians, DRF).”  (Galatians 2:11-12)
“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12)

Though force can protect in emergency, only justice, fairness, consideration and co-operation can finally lead men to the dawn of eternal peace. (Dwight D. Eisenhower, (1890-1969)
