FANATICISM

Donald R. Fox

Growing up in Brooklyn, New York, I was a fan of the Brooklyn Dodgers.  Although a fan I was not a fanatic. A fan could become a fanatic when his/her enthusiaticism becomes irrational.  Webster defines fanatic/fanatical/fanaticism in part as: a fanatical person; excessive and unreasonable enthusiastic; overly zealous: as fanatical, devotion to a cause.

In the negative sense we have all seen fanatic folks.  They may be die-hard religious or politically driven people.  We recognize them right off.  You cannot discuss in a negative way their individual cause.  With any disagreement you will see their face getting red in anger.

FANATICS, FOOLS FOR CHRIST’S SAKE

We could also understand fanaticism in a positive way.  As an example, in an excellent book, “The Fool of God”, the author Louis Cochran, placed an “Author’s Note” as an introduction.  He wrote in part, “The life of Alexander Campbell is told here as a work of fiction, but in its essentials this is a factual book. Every event actually occurred, or had its basis in solid fact; each person lived, and played his role much as is related here.”  Alexander Campbell and a host of Christians throughout the centuries could be called fools for Christ.  They were on fire, enthusiastic and devoted to the Christ, the Son of God. 

A biblical example of the use of “fools” in a positive way is “We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ: we are weak, but ye are strong: ye are honourable, but we are despised.” (1 Corinthians 4:10) (KJV) Yes, in the eyes of materialistic earth bound men, Christians are fanatical fools.

With great enthusiasm the peerless and courageous apostle Paul was called mad because of his passion in presenting the Gospel of our Lord. With much fervor Paul defended himself before Agrippa. Note in part Paul’s appeal to Agrippa to believe and obey the Gospel. “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: that Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.” (Acts 26:22-25)(KJV)

MOCKERY AND FANATICISM CONTINUES FROM PRESENT DAY NON BELIEVERS

(Bill Maher, a modern day fanatic and a hater of God and Christianity)

With smirking mockery Bill Maher ridicules God and Christianity.  Notice what Maher says about the Godhead and Christianity in part, “If you didn’t know the first thing about Christianity and somebody told you, for the first time, this story that God is all powerful, better than us in any way. But he has a son. He’s a single parent. And he tells the son, ‘Son, you’re going on a suicide mission down to earth. Don’t worry. They can’t kill you because you’re really me. So here’s the plan. I, God the Father, wink, wink, I’ll come down to Earth first. Easy because we’re two people. God the Father, God the son. And I’ll see if I can’t find a Palestinian women to impregnate so she can give birth to you. I mean ME. Oh, you know what I mean!’ The silliest story I’ve ever heard.”  (Reference article by Roger Moore, published via the Northeast Daily Journal, dated October 4, 2008)

LET US BE ON FIRE, ENTHUSIASTIC, ZEALOUS AND DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST

“ But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones.” (Jeremiah 20:9)(KJV)

“Is not my word like as a fire? Saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29)(KJV)

NOTE:  For a similar study see essays entitled “A Challenge Denied” and “Mockery of Bill Maher”.
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